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The Old Plank Roads - Long Working Hours - Some of the Old Days
Extract from the Georgetown Herald - Date unknown

To Editor Herald —

I said I would give you some of my experience in Streetsville, it being on the river
Credit. Let me explain some of the conditions of this section. About 1850 a plank
road was built, starting at Silvercreek down the 7th line to Oakville, a part on the
lake; another from Silvercreek down through Georgetown, Norval, Streetsville and
Port Credit. Now the Grand Trunk, which was built of heavy iron, and that iron
was nearly all hauled over the plank roads, and when they got through the roads
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were not much good. I will remember the

spring of 1856 when our family left Glen Wil-
liams for Streetsville. We were up on top of the
wagon (sic) load of furniture and the water
splashed p from the broken plank, so by night
we were glad to unload. Now Streetsville at
that time was a very smart place, the popula-
tion being about 2500 including the Barber’s
Mill hands, my father being one of them, that
was in 1860; my friend Alf Watson was anoth-
er; not so bad for two little chaps after seventy

Puncheon

Deck-planks have
approx. 20-mm
qaps

years to be able to say Hello.

That just brings to mind some strange inci-| 5X@mPleofaplank road from Wikipedia

dents. In those times the mills wanted to know
who they would trust with particular work and those on the road had to have a
certificate of ability, etc and this is a sample (not often) “This is to certify that
John Smith is a first class workman but a hard case” and he got all the work he
wanted on it.

This was a large mill and was known as a Six Set Mill and considered one of the
best in the country. Say what do you think about working hours, 12 working hours
with one off on Saturday, and one time we were working on a military order and
had to work five days in the week 15 hours for about six weeks, but we got through
and got extra pay, that was our own (the three extra hours). Right away after that
the family moved back to Glenwilliams, and what recollections this brings back of
some of the boys and girls (continued on page 2).

Please Join us at our General Meeting, Thurs., April 14, 2022
At the Streetsville United Church Heritage Room @ 7:30 PM
Guest Speaker: Councillor George Carlson

Refreshments Served Everyone is Welcome!

We are r e-openin g !I' we will be resuming our Wednesday and
Sunday hours beginning Wednesday April 6, and Sunday April 10, 2022
respectively from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. We look forward to your visit!

Thanks to the sponsorship of

M MISSISSauUGa

Mississauga, Ontario
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Streetsville Historical Society

The SHS is dedicated to promoting
Streetsville’s unique past with programs
and exhibits that help people of all ages
better understand their connection to
history. Our goal is to collect, preserve
and promote historical documents and
artifacts that chronicle the life of past
generations of “the Village in the City”.

CONTACT US:

Leslie Log House

4415 Mississauga Rd
Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6
www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES:
Wednesdays and Sundays from 1:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ADMISSION:
Free

DONATIONS:

We are always accepting donations. Not
every donation needs to be financial. We
also accept office and museum supplies. If
you have something you would like to
donate, please contact us to make ar-
rangements for your donation.



http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
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Hello everyone! Well, here we are in 2022 and I do hope everyone is
well, keeping busy and getting a little fresh air. Before Christmas we were
working at the Leslie Log House, as there was lots to do. Clean up in the
basement area and reorganizing the archive area. We had our Christmas
lunch at Bobby's Restaurant in Streetsville. The food was good and we had
s ots of fun. Anne Byard had us play a Christmas Quiz game and if you got
the question right you would get a small gift; well I did not get a gift. Our plan was to take a break and return to the
Log House on January 12th. That did not happen due to another shut down. Restrictions were lifted on January 31st
for restaurants, etc. and museums would re-open Thursday February 3rd. On February gth we started back and are
very happy to get back to cleaning up and re-organizing.

President’s Mesagg

/

We would be remiss if we did not say a very heartfelt thank you to Margaret Chapman for her many contributions over
11 years as Treasurer and for taking on the additional responsibilities for the membership and correspondence. She
was a tireless and dedicated executive member of our team and we are very grateful for her years of service. We wish
to extend our welcome to Laurette Turner (Treasurer), Clare Miller (Membership) and Barbara Kajfasz (Gift Shop)
and thank them for joining our Executive Board.

Keep well and we look forward to seeing you one day soon with our re-opening in April.
Bernice Cunningham, President of the Streetsville Historical Society

Volunteers dealing with Covid-19 by Anne Byard

In May of 2011 when we moved into the Leslie Log House from our little jail cell in the Kinsmen Hall, going from 80
square feet to 900 square feet of storage, someone said to me, “this will be full in ten years.” I laughed and didn’t re-
ally believe him. Well! He was right; we have run out of space. The community of Streetsville stepped up and we
went from 5400 to 18,000 archival entries.

While we have been shut down from the public our volunteers have been working on rearranging our storage. We
have worked on some conservation measures and have compacted our storage areas. We added more shelves and had
to relocate many items. This has been a very tedious job but we will see the results shortly. Since we have been closed
again, some work has been done at home, like rearranging items therefore boxes had to be relabelled and some of the
typing has been done in the volunteers’ homes. This has sped up our arrangements and ability to label new boxes and
areas when we return.

Some of our volunteers have had to deal with Covid in their families and we want to give them our best thoughts for a
healthy future. I want to thank our volunteers again for their diligence to this project. Without a devoted team this
could never happen. We hope to return as soon as it is approved by the City of Mississauga and be able to finish this
project and have more space for our ever increasing collection.

In the meantime we hope everyone stays safe and well and we will see you all soon.

The Old Plank Roads - Long Working Hours - Some of the Old Days (cont’d from page 1)

I attended what was called Sibbald’s School and that was associating with the best in the country. Thos. and Andrew
Sibbald, Jas. Anderson, Robt. Stephens, the Croziers, John Irvine, Wm., Robt., and Nat. Stein, Geo. Brown, John, Sam
and Dave Ross, Pat. Owens the blacksmith on the corner and not forgetting John, Wm. and Chris. Sparling. You know
John married a Georgetown girl, Miss Walker. She worked in the factory and although a Methodist was very fond of
hearing my father play the fiddle and talk about this part of the country. She and mother would visit while my father
gave lessons on the fiddle to her young man, John Sparling (result marriage.) Now it was about this time I went to
Streetsville. In 1859 I was sent to the grammar school and put in a very pleasant and profitable time.

Your (sic) truly,
MAJOR GRANT

Ed. Note: Additional information on plank roads can be found on the Esquesing Historical Society website in an article
called The Plank Road Ball from the Streetsville Review dated 11 January 1851 and an article called Guelph and Toron-
to Road from the Guelph Advertiser dated 31 January 1850.



https://esquesinghistoricalsociety.com/2017/03/05/plank-road-ball/
https://esquesinghistoricalsociety.com/2017/03/05/guelph-toronto-road-railroad/
https://esquesinghistoricalsociety.com/2017/03/05/guelph-toronto-road-railroad/
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A Special Visit by Malcolm Byard

2021 The second Covid year and Anne took a call from
a gentleman who thought he had some framed pictures
from the Streetsville Lawn bowling group, which used to
bowl on greens beside the Village Hall and which had
been the Cunningham brothers tin smithing shop. The
brothers allowed the bowlers to set up on their property
beside the shop. The hall later became the library and af-
ter 1967 it was the town hall where we used to hold our
general meetings. The bowlers continued until the build-
ing was stripped down and rebuilt as a home for the BIA,
the bowling greens are now gardens. The framed pictures
had nothing to do with Streetsville but they were interest-
ing since they were group photos for special events. A
women’s annual tournament from 1924, a men’s group
from either Hamilton or Burlington and a bowling tourna-
ment group from the Pocono mountains in Pennsylvania.

Even though these photos had nothing to do with
Streetsville I thought they would be interesting to lawn

bowlers. I called local clubs who said they did not have
room for pictures in their clubhouses. I did manage to
contact Barbara Roberts with the Poconos club and after
some back and forth emails said she was interested in the
picture. Anne wrapped it up and Barbara sent the fee to
me and I then mailed it to her with happy results. She
took the picture to a framer and the names of the partici-
pants were on the back. One of the bowlers was a legend
in the Poconos and the club was delighted.

With the other two photos I decided to contact the Ontario
Lawn Bowling Association and I heard from the historian,
Dave Burrrows on Feb. 20, 2022 in an email. He was in-
terested in obtaining both photos but he was vacationing
in Florida and would not be home until late March, so I
am waiting to hear from him.

Just another example of what we can become involved in
when we are conscientious historians.
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https://www.facebook.com/streetsvillehistoricalsociety

Please join us and post comments or add your own historic photos and memories!

@ @streetsvillehistorical


http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/
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HAZEL 100 Years of Memories Exhibit at Erin Mills Towne Centre

The Art Gallery of Mississauga is honouring former mayor Hazel McCallion with a photo exhibit that tells the story of
her life over 100 years. Visitors will be surrounded by a plethora of everything Hazel showcasing 100 years of memo-
ries and her life’s journey. The local centenarian is one of Mississauga’s most notable figures, blazing a trail for women
in politics, sport and more. McCallion is the fifth mayor of Mississauga and was first elected to that office in November
1978. Read more about Hazel McCalhon at thestar.com or on e Vemhmgzoomer com.

" Join me for my {
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£ 101" Birthday

Hazel McCallion Day,
Monday Febuary 14
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Mill Stone found in Credit River donated to the Streetsville Archives

A small 18” mill stone was found in the

Credit River and donated to the
Streetsville Archives. It has J H carved in

the stone. This would be from the Hyde

Mill which was built along the west side of

the Credit River. Interestingly the stone

was found south of the mill site and on

the east side of the river, no doubt the

stone had been carried along by ice in the

river. The Hyde Mill burned down in

1867 which means the stone had been in

the river for 154 years. The foundation )
and platform of the mill remained sturdy Hyde Mill
and it was later used as the foundation for the hydro power plant and
water purification plant for Streetsville.

This plant supplied Streetsville with power up till 1932 when Ontario
Hydro then supplied the city with power. Our former Historical Society
President, Norman Potts worked at the power plant as a young man.
The Mill was located at the end of Ontario Street which at the time led
straight down the bank to the river, the street now turns south onto| ‘%
Church St .

Power Plant and Water Filtration Plant


https://www.erinmills.ca/events/erinmills-hazel-100-years-of-memories--2
https://www.thestar.com/local-mississauga/news/2021/10/24/100-years-of-hazel-mccallion-art-gallery-of-mississauga-celebrates-former-mayor-with-photo-exhibit.html
https://www.everythingzoomer.com/arts-entertainment/stars-royals/2021/10/27/hazel-mccallion-100-talks-new-exhibit-about-her-life-and-why-shell-never-retire/
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Thank you for Donating to Our Collection
Courtesy of Rebecca Appleton-Hallman

1

Every year, new artifacts are added to the Streetsville Historical Society Col-
lection through the generosity of individuals and organizations. These dona-
tions help us fulfill our mission as interpreters of Streetsville’s history.

We would like to extend a very heartfelt thank you to Rebecca Appleton-
Hallman for her generous donation of memorabilia from her father Bill Ap-
pleton, former Reeve of Streetsville deceased in 2020, and mother Eloise
Appleton (née Lackie), former President of the Streetsville Historical Society,
deceased in 2012. These photographs represent some of the contents of the
scrapbook which we are currently photographing and preparing for archival.

Can you name these hockey players? In the tree planting ceremony you will

notice former Mayor Hazel McCallion in the background but
should you have any further information such as the location of
the tree planting please send us a message on our Facebook page or e-mail us at info@streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca.

Do you have a piece of our community’s history that you would like to share? We would love to hear from you so
please e-mail us at info@streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca. We collect photographs and artifacts that illustrate how life
and history have changed Streetsville over the years. We collect these items from any period and greatly appreciate
the material that has a story to tell, whether it is about local personalities, businesses, communities, or landscapes.
Information and stories to accompany these articles are much appreciated.Being as we are located in a historic home,
we are limited in the size of the items that we can accept to things that would normally fit in a house. Our exhibitions
are moderate in size and other than the William Couse Carriage which will become an outdoor exhibition once the
storage enclosure is completed, we need to evaluate the items to ensure that they can be properly stored, protected,
and preserved in their current condition with our available resources.

From the Streetsville Review Thursday June 5, 1935 Price 5¢

Mr. W. Beynon, M.P., Saskatchewan, a former Mr. and Mrs. O. R. Church and daughters, Misses Lillian and
Streetsville boy, visited with the Graydon family, here, Beatrice, attended the Statia-Crossen wedding at Earlscourt
last week. United Church, Toronto, on Saturday


https://www.reynoldsfuneral.com/obituary/Walter-Appleton
https://www.reynoldsfuneral.com/obituary/Walter-Appleton
https://www.facebook.com/streetsvillehistoricalsociety
mailto:info@streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
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William Couse Carriage Fundraiser-63% of Goal

An agreement in principal has been We have collected $25,224.23 of the $40,000 goal towards the Couse Carriage

reached with the City of Mississauga on enclosure. We are continuing our endeavours to fund an enclosure for the Wil-
the location by the Leslie Log House of liam Couse family carriage which was donated to us. Couse was a prominent
the Couse Carriage enclosure. Streetsville businessman and community leader in the first half of the 20" centu-

ry. He was deeply committed to the community having served on the library
board for 48 years and the high school board for 40 years. He apprenticed as a
Beekeeper and became a member of the Beekeepers association in 1881. In 1882,
William started his own beekeeping business and with 200 bee colonies he
branched out to provide quality clover seed to support his bees. He was a charter
member and past-President of the Ontario Beekeepers Association for 65 years.
The Society is excited at the prospect of providing another gift of historical signifi-
cance to the community. Donations can be made by contacting Margaret Chap-
man (missmargaret39@hotmail.com) @289-997-1966. Receipts will be provided
for donations of $25 and above.

v At the December Executive meeting in the log house Margaret Chapman announced her resigna-
tion as Treasurer, a post she had handled expertly since her acceptance of the position in
2011. In her many years of service she has paid dutiful attention to the obligations and bank
account of the society. In 2012 Margaret assumed the added responsibility of membership
chair, succeeding Mary Ladner. She has been a guiding force on the executive and an enthusias-
tic volunteer with refreshments and standing duties at all SHS events. She will remain in her role
as a volunteer and for that we are thankful. Margaret has been a conscientious member of the
executive all these years and like many other community minded individuals who have served,
she has decided at this time to step down. We wish her well and express our thanks for her ser-

vice as a conscientious and diligent member

of the executive. WEJUST WANT TO SAY...

- THANK YOU?

A—
Meadowtowne Realty, eisage

incesencmty Ouneda (eed n https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker

6348 Financial Drive, Mississauga, ON LSN 814
www.scoltbrubacher.com
Office: 905,821 3200 Fax: 905.821.6700

Toll Free: 866821300 - scott@scottbrubacher.com y @ScottBrubacher

Scott Brubacher 647.223.0237

Looking for Volunteers!
The Streetsville Historical Society would not be the same without the generous assistance of volunteers that give their timeand
energy to support our programs. Being 100 % volunteer operated, the Society is totally

dependent on the member volunteers for all facets of its operations. SHS relies on ONTE
“active” volunteers to perform many essential functions that help us to preserve and O nl /?
share Streetsville’s history. We are always in need of people for data entry, research, A ‘5\"’@" o P
and much more. Are you interested in volunteering? * 0 07 (\

If you would like to get involved, or would like to find out more about volunteer oppor- e M( ) /\ /\ $
tunities with the Society, please contact info@streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca or use our 0 The Co((\

contact form at http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/contact.



https://www.facebook.com/scottbrubacher
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
http://scottbrubacher.com/
mailto:missmargaret39@hotmail.com
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/contact
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SHS and Partner Programs and Events-2022

In 2021/2022 Anne Byard had
scraps of fabric and sewed
them all together to make a ,.ANTED! SUMME%
crazy quilt. The quilt will fit all “B “\ L 2

size beds; it isn’t beautiful but it el
is warm. We are selling tickets
for a draw for the quilt at $5.00
a ticket and we hope to sell 100
tickets. The funds will go towards bringing the William
Couse Carriage back to Streetsville. The quilt design is
called Scrapping 2020 . Tickets can be purchased
online if you e-transfer your money to our Treasurer,
Margaret Chapman by way of missmargaret
39@hotmail.com. She will put your name and address
into the draw. Please contact us and we will ensure that
you receive your tickets. Thank you!

Visit the Heritage Mississauga
Facebook page for Tuesday
and Thursday weekly live
events

M MISSISSAUGA aRrTs AND EVENTS

March 26, 2022 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.—The Toronto
Biennial of Art—Small Arms Inspection Building

March 30, 2022 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.—Kadim Al Sa-
III ‘ Hl § I u PEEL hir—Paramount Fine Foods Centre (Main Bowl)
1]
“l '.' _”‘ | M &%TS%G%WLERY April 13, 2022 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.—Open Museum:
“ ,}'M.[lﬁ'.ﬂ ’ H ’ “ \ “ I' ARCHIVES Earth Day—Virtual/Online

Ted Barris will be a guest speaker Thursday December 1, 2022 at 7pm upstairs at the Streetsville
Legion Branch 139. He will be speaking on his newly published book, The Battle of the Atlantic, the
longest battle of WWII and one which involved many Canadian veterans. He says he wrote it while
we were all confined by Covid. The last time he spoke at the Legion there was an enthusiastic
turnout so we are looking forward to his return. He has been publicly commended by Canadian
vets for stressing the accomplishments of Canadians in service.

In the 20th century’s greatest war, one battlefield held the key to victory or defeat — the North
Atlantic. It took 2,074 days and nights to determine its outcome, but the Battle of the Atlantic
proved the turning point of the Second World War.

In 1939, Canada’s navy went to war with exactly 13 warships and about
3,500 sailors. During the desperate Atlantic crossings, the RCN grew to
400 fighting ships and over 100,000 men and women in uniform. By V-E Day in 1945, it had become
the 4th largest navy in the world. The Battle of the Atlantic proved to be Canada’s longest continu-
ous military engagement of the war. The story of Canada’s naval awakening in the bloody battle to
get convoys to Britain, is a Canadian wartime saga for the ages.

Ted Barris has published 19 non-fiction books, half of them wartime histories. His book The Great GAUNTLET TO VICTORY
Escape: A Canadian Story won the 2014 Libris Award as Best Non-Fiction Book in Canada. His book TEn . Annls
Dam Busters: Canadian Airmen and the Secret Raid Against Nazi Germany received the 2019 NOR- | & ' 8
AD Trophy from the RCAF Association. And his book Rush to Danger: Medics in the Line of Fire was & VoS el . g
listed for the 2020 Charles Taylor Prize for Non-Fiction in Canada. Battle of the Atlantic: Gauntlet to ;
Victory is Ted’s 20th published non-fiction book . T s A



http://pama.peelregion.ca/en/index.asp
https://heritagemississauga.com/remembering-eric-gibson/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HeritageMississauga/events/
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/open-museum-earth-day?eventdate=2022-04-13T18%253A30%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/the-toronto-biennial-of-art?eventdate=2022-03-26T10%253A00%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/the-toronto-biennial-of-art?eventdate=2022-03-26T10%253A00%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/kadim-al-sahir?eventdate=2022-03-30T19%253A00%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/kadim-al-sahir?eventdate=2022-03-30T19%253A00%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/open-museum-earth-day?eventdate=2022-04-13T18%253A30%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/open-museum-earth-day?eventdate=2022-04-13T18%253A30%253A00
https://villageofstreetsville.com/vendors-wanted-summer-market-2022/
https://villageofstreetsville.com/vendors-wanted-summer-market-2022/
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/open-museum-earth-day?eventdate=2022-04-13T18%253A30%253A00
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Have you renewed your
membership for 2022? Would gou
like to Join?

Please consider joining or renewing your member-
ship with the Streetsville Historical Society!
Single @ $20.00 Family @ $25.00
Business & organizations @ $30.00
Additional information and Membership forms
can be downloaded from our website at
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/
images/forms/Membership-Form-2022.pdf
Once completed please send via e-mail, e-transfer
or mail to Margaret Chapman
missmargaret39 @hotmail.com
#302—2770 Aquitane Avenue
Mississauga, Ontario L5N 3K5
For any questions please call 289-997-1966

@Streetsville Historical Society
4415 Mississauga Rd
Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6

Nl
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2021 Streetsville Historical Society Executive

President—Bernice Cunningham

Past President—Malcolm Byard
Vice-President—Anne Byard
Secretary—Marlene MacDonald
Treasurer— Laurette Turner

Archivist & Collections Manager —Anne Byard
Membership—Clare Miller

Information Technology—Francine Lewak
Newsletter—Christine Marshall

Social Media/Website —Christine Marshall
Gift Shop—Barbara Kajfasz

Heritage Gardens—Carol Ashford

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

MISSISsauGa



http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership-Form-2022.pdf
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership-Form-2022.pdf
mailto:missmargaret39@hotmail.com

