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Streetsville Historical Society 

The SHS is dedicated to promoting 

Streetsville’s unique  past with programs 

and exhibits  that help people of all ages 

better understand their connection to 

history.  Our goal is to collect, preserve 

and promote historical documents and 

artifacts that chronicle the life of past 

generations of “the Village in the City”. 

 

CONTACT US: 

Leslie Log House 

4415 Mississauga Rd 

Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6  
www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca 

 

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES: 

Wednesdays and Sundays from 1:00 

p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

ADMISSION: 

Free  

DONATIONS: 

We are always accepting donations. Not 

every donation needs to be financial. We 

also accept office and museum supplies. If 

you have something you would like to 

donate, please contact us to make ar-

rangements for your donation.  

 
Streetsvi l le  Histor ical   

Society Newsletter  
 

Summer 2022            A Quarterly Publication of the Streetsville Historical Society               Mississauga, Ontario  

T h a n k s  t o  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f   

50 YEARS | 1970 – 2020  

From our Archives—The William Arch Family 
Submitted by Anne Byard 

During our visit to the Streetsville Le-
gion, I was given an envelope by Benja-
min Pierce, the Secretary of the legion. 
It was an envelope which was mailed to 
the Legion because the sender had re-
ceived it by mistake and did not know 
how to direct this information to the 
proper family.  

It contained a lovely scrapbook with in-
formation on the William Arch family. 
The Arch’s were one of the founding 
families of Streetsville and I was very 
excited to have it for our archives.  I 
gave the donor a phone call and she said 
she had ordered information on her 
family and the William Arch scrapbook 

was attached.  She then called the lady back and but said she was very confused 
and did not want it returned.    

We do not catalogue copies of documents but only originals for our archival files. 
Therefore I catalogued it into our archives then made colour copies which I have 
distributed to  members of the historical society who are related the the Arch fam-
ily.  If anyone knows of any family members that may be interested in obtaining 
copies of this delightful scrapbook, I would ask that they  please contact me at 
(905)814-5958 .  Alternately I can also provide copies directly as  I am available 
on Wednesday afternoons if they wish to visit the Leslie Log House. 

Editors : For additional information on William Charles Arch  see page 4 or visit 
https://mississaugaatwar.wordpress.com/personal-stories/william-charles-arch/  

STREETSVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Celebrates its 50th Anniversary in its 52nd year 

Come and help us celebrate 52 years of The Streetsville Historical Society’s continu-

ous support of Streetsville’s great history.  Due to Covid-19, we were unable to cele-

brate our 50th anniversary in 2020.  Therefore in this, our 52nd year, we will cele-

brate with cake and treats during our September meeting.  Anne Byard has prepared  

a special presentation  covering our achievements for over half a century.  

Please Join us at our General Meeting, Thurs., Sept. 8, 2022 

At the Streetsville United Church Heritage Room @ 7:30 PM 

Guest Speaker: Anne Byard 
 For information call 905-826-7198 

Refreshments Served                       Everyone is Welcome! 

http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
https://mississaugaatwar.wordpress.com/personal-stories/william-charles-arch/
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Hello everyone! I hope you all are enjoying a very nice summer.  

The Leslie Log House is open on Wednesdays and Sundays and we are 
working on catching up on indexing our collections as well as welcoming 
visitors for a tour of the Log House. Our new volunteers are wonderful and 
once again I would like to say thank you to them for stepping in where we 
needed them. A resounding thank you to all of our volunteers for their time 

and help.  

On June 24th, 2022, Anne and Malcolm Byard and I met with City Park Homes, John Dunlop, Mississauga’s Manager 
of Heritage and Indigenous relations and  Mississauga City Parks to talk about the location of the site where we antici-
pate mounting an enclosure and displaying the William Couse Carriage. As they needed a site plan, Anne mailed them 
an aerial site plan which we already had in our files. We are now waiting for a license from the City before we can 
move ahead with the submission. We are told that it could be late September or possibly later.  

The family of Mr. Harold Leslie, who passed away on February 10th, 2021, held an interment at the Streetsville Public 
Cemetery Section A Range B lot on August 10th. Anne and Malcolm Byard, Margaret Chapman and I attended .  

Our next general meeting will be on September 8th, 2022 at the Streetsville United Church Heritage Room starting at 
7:30 pm. All are welcome to join us. Our Guest Speaker will be Anne Byard with a presentation on “The 50 years of the 
Streetsville Historical Society” which we were unable to celebrate in 2020 due to Covid restrictions. 

Our December 1st meeting will be at the Streetsville Legion on Church at 7:30 and our guest speaker will be Ted Barris 
talking about his new book  “The Battle of The Atlantic”.  

Enjoy the rest of the summer and we thank you so much for your ongoing support of the Streetsville Historical Society. 

Bernice Cunningham, President of the Streetsville Historical Society 

When we came back from our Covid restrictions we had a pile of artifacts to cata-
logue.  As we worked through the boxes of papers we came across this note which 
we think fell out of a book. Someone picked it up and put it on the shelf of items to 
be catalogues.  

It reads as follows: 

“Dear Mrs. McLean 

In Ahousaht Indian School there’s a little nine year lad who’s depending on us for 
some clothes this year. Shall we not make his heart glad? 

-and this is our plan- 

To the store with two dozen eggs we’ll hie. The cash for the same we will not let lie. 
But the first Sunday in May we’ll pass it along to the W.M.S. to which all belong 
and they’ll send it on to the B.C. School where our lad is taught the Golden Rule. 
Thus his heart with love we’ll touch and fulfil the Master’s “Inasmuch”. 

Kippen W.M.S. Supply Com 

 (The school was supported by the Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Society)  

 I was so emotional when I read this letter thinking of the little lad wanting clothes 
that I had to catalogue it and I had Jean  Schofield one of our archival volunteers complete it.  When it got to Francine 
Lewak, our Tech adviser, she said “this is not Streetsville”  (which she heard from me so many times) and I had to 
agree.  

Malcolm and I researched residential schools in B.C. but the last Ahousaht residential school closed in 1940. We even-
tually found the community of Ahousaht on the west coast of Vancouver Island and so I respectfully placed it in a pro-
tective envelope and sent it along to the Chief. I asked that if this was not the appropriate place to send the letter then 
could they take care of it by passing it along.  

Just one of many things that we receive in our archives but this one was very special.  

 

Note from the SHS Archives by Anne Byard   
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EATING IN THE FIFTIES   Reprinted from Unknown Source 

If you were born before 1945, just think about all the changes that you’ve seen during your lifetime. 

You were born before television, before penicillin, before polio shots, frozen food, Xerox, contact lenses, Frisbees, 
expressways, CD’s and microwaves. 

You were born before radar, credit cards, split atoms, laser beams and ballpoint pens. You were born before pany 
hose, dishwashers, clothes dryers, electric blankets, air conditioning, drip-dry clothes and before man walked on the 
moon. 

You got married first and then lived together. Closets were for clothes, not “coming out of.” Bunnies were small rab-
bits, and rabbits were not Volkswagens. Pizza, McDonald’s and instant coffee were still unheard-of. Fast food was 
what you ate during Lent, and having a “meaningful relationship” meant getting along with your cousins. You were 
born before “house husband,” computer dating, dual careers and commuter marriages. You were born before day-
care centres, group therapy and retirement communities. 

Before 1945...you never heard of FM radio, tape decks, electric typewriters, artificial hearts, word processors, yogurt, 
VCR’s and guys wearing earrings. 

“Time-sharing” meant togetherness and had nothing to do with computers or condominiums; a “chip” meant a piece 
of wood; hardware meant hardware and software wasn’t even a word. 

You hit the scene when five-and-ten stores sold things for 5¢ and 10¢ . For a nickel you could buy five suckers, a pack 
of gum or an ice cream cone, ride a streetcar or buy enough stamps to mail one letter and two postcards. 

You could buy a new Chevy coupe for $600, bu who could afford one? A pity, too, because gas back then was 11¢ a 
gallon. 

In your day, cigarette smoking was fashionable. Grass was something that was mowed. Coke was a cold drink, pot 
was what you cooked in and rock music was grandma’s lullaby. No wonder there is such a generation gap today. But, 
overall , those years before ‘45 were pretty good times, weren’t they? 

 

Pasta had not been invented. It was macaroni or spaghetti 
Curry was a surname. 

A take-away was a mathematical problem. 
Pizza? Sounds like a leaning tower somewhere. 

Bananas and oranges only appeared at Christmas time. 
All chips were plain. 

Oil was for lubricating, fat was for cooking. 
Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves and never green. 

Cubed sugar was regarded as posh. 
Chickens didn’t have fingers in those days. 

None of us had ever heard of yogurt. 
Healthy food consisted of anything edible. 

Cooking outside was called camping. 
Seaweed was not a recognized food. 

‘Kebab’ was not even a word, never mind a food. 
Sugar enjoyed a good press in those days, and was regarded as being white gold. 

Prunes were medicinal. 
Surprisingly muesli was readily available. It was called cattle feed. 

Pineapples came in chunks in a tin; we had only ever seen a picture of a real one. 
Water came out of the tap. If someone had suggested bottling it and charging more than gasoline for it, 

they would have become a laughing stock. 
The one thing that we never ever had on/at our table in the fifties. was elbows, hats and cell phones. 

YOU WERE BORN BEFORE 1945 IF…  

Reprinted from Reminisce Magazine, taken from Voice for Health, Vol. XLVII, No. 5, Sept./Oct. 2000 
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To Councilor George Carlson For being  
Ward 11 Councilor for more than 20 years  

Ward 11 is located in north-west Mississauga and encompasses the communities of 
Streetsville, Credit Mills, Meadowvale Village, Meadowvale South, Credit Valley, Levi 
Creek, and Meadowvale Business Park.   

George announced his retirement on May 11, 2022 and a new councilor will be appointed in 
the next municipal election which will take place Monday, October 24, 2022.  

The Streetsville Historical Society and the Streetsville community wish to say thank you for 
all your support and encouragement over these many years. Streetsville and Ward 11 citizens 
will miss you but we wish you much happiness in your retirement. You have deserved it! 

 

Did you know that Buffalo Bill Cody was Baptized in Mississauga?  
Colonel William Frederick Cody, Buffalo Bill, was a Pony Express rider, a 
sharpshooter, a dime-novel hero, a self-promoter, a showman and a superstar. 
1996 is the 150th Anniversary of his birth (born February 26, 1846 in Iowa). 
He was the son of Isaac Cody.  Philip Cody, the first of the family to come to 
Canada, was born in MA, USA in 1770 and arrived in Canada by 1797. He took 
up a grant of land at Cawthra and Dundas Streets in what was then called To-

ronto Township. Philip built the Dixie Union Chapel, also known now as the Philip Cody Memorial Chapel, as a gift to 
the community. His son Isaac, born 1811 in Mississauga was christened there. When Buffalo Bill was born, Isaac 
brought him to this chapel in 18467 to be baptized. (From: The Toronto Star, Saturday, May 1996) 

Through a  Century with  Streetsvi l le  
transcription from Souvenir Publication of the Centennial Celebration June 25-26-27-28 1959 

RIGHT HONORABLE JOHN DIEFENBAKER 

Prime Minister of Canada 

Ottawa, Ont. 
June 1, 1959 

Mr. William C. Arch, 
Chairman, 
Streetsville Centenary Committee 
Streetsville, Ontario. 

Dear Mr. Arch: 

I am delighted to have this opportunity of extending greetings and congratulations to the resi-
dents of the Village of Streetsville, on the occasion of the Centennial of the founding of their 
town. 

In extending felicitations, personally and on behalf of the Government of Canada, may I assure you of our continuing 
and deep interest in the affairs of communities such as yours which are an important part of our way of life and which 
symbolize the progress of our nation over the years. 

With all good wishes, I am, 

  Yours sincerely, 

                            JOHN D. DIEFENBAKER 
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Summer in  Streetsvi l le  
A Collage of photos from The Horticultural Society Plant Sale, The Bread and Honey Festival,  

the dismantling of the Hazel McCallion exhibit and the William Couse Carriage 

Please join us and post comments or add your own historic photos and memories!  

https://www.facebook.com/streetsvillehistoricalsociety 

@streetsvillehistorical 

 

 

http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/
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https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker 

 

@ScottBrubacher  

 

 

Harold Emerson Leslie—passed February 10, 2021 (see SHS Spring 2021 newsletter). Due to Covid-19 re-
strictions the interment was postponed. The family of Mr. Harold Leslie, held the interment at the Streetsville Pub-
lic Cemetery Section A Range B lot on August 10th.  Friends and Leslie family members gathered in the Streetsville 
Cemetery for the funeral as Harold had passed away in Alberta but his cremated remains were returned to his boy-
hood home, Streetsville, to be interred next to the Leslie monument. 

The Reverend Pye Chew Pastor at the St. Andrews Presbyterian Church presided. He noted that Harold and Valda 
were married in St. Andrews 71 years ago. Harold’s widow Valda was accompanied by her son Mark, grandson Rich-
ard and Mark’s wife Val.  Harold’s lifelong friend Bill Evans made the journey on the road from northern Ontario 
after his flight was cancelled.  He had to begin his journey at 2 am to arrive in time for the service since his flight had 
been cancelled.  The Streetsville Historical Society was represented by President Bernice Cunningham along with 
Anne and Malcolm Byard. 

Harold Leslie—1932 to 2021 

We hope that you enjoy our quarterly newsletter. We would kindly ask, if it’s possible, that you switch to an electron-
ic copy of the newsletter which we will forward to your e-mail address. If you are currently receiving the paper copy 
of the newsletter through the mail and would like to switch to e-mail, please contact Clare Miller at  
claremiller@streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca  Thank you for supporting the Streetsville Historical Society. 

Rev. Pye Chew and  

Mark Leslie 

The Leslie Monument 

Malcolm Byard, Val Leslie and 

Harold’s lifetime friend Bill Evans Anne Byard and Valda Leslie 

https://www.facebook.com/scottbrubacher
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
http://scottbrubacher.com/
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/newsletters/SHS_spring_2021_opt.pdf
https://standrewsstreetsville.ca/about-2/
mailto:claremiller@streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
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S H S  a n d P a r t n e r  P r o g r a m s  a n d  E v e n t s —2022  
 

$10.00 per person  * Please arrive at 6:45PM *   
Starts at 7:00PM sharp * Ends around 9:30PM *  

Refreshments and prizes * 

September 28, 2022 Limited space  
so you must reserve a spot  

Call Bernice Cunningham @ 905-826-7198 

Streetsville Historical Society presents  

“Come home for the holiday” 

 at the Leslie Log House 

4415 Mississauga Road, Mississauga 

Saturday December 10th – 10:00 am till 3:00 pm 

* Meet Santa and receive a gift  

*Take your own picture of your children with Santa 

*Eat Christmas treats beside the fire  

*Play board games 

Fun for the Family with Free admission  

For information:  Call 905-814-5958 

Ted Barris will be a guest speaker Thursday December 1, 2022 at 7:30 pm upstairs at the 
Streetsville Legion Branch 139.  He will be speaking on his newly published book, The Battle of the 
Atlantic, the longest battle of WWII and one which involved many Canadian veterans.  He says he 
wrote it while we were all confined by Covid.  The last time he spoke at the Legion there was an 
enthusiastic turnout so we are looking forward to his return.  He has been publicly commended by 
Canadian vets for stressing the accomplishments of Canadians in service. 

In the 20th century’s greatest war, one battlefield held the key to victory or 
defeat – the North Atlantic. It took 2,074 days and nights to determine its 
outcome, but the Battle of the Atlantic proved the turning point of the Sec-
ond World War. 

In 1939, Canada’s navy went to war with exactly 13 warships and about 
3,500 sailors. During the desperate Atlantic crossings, the RCN grew to 400 fighting ships and over 
100,000 men and women in uniform. By V-E Day in 1945, it had become the 4th largest navy in the 
world. The Battle of the Atlantic proved to be Canada’s longest continuous military engagement of the 
war. The story of Canada’s naval awakening in the bloody battle to get convoys to Britain, is a Canadian 
wartime saga for the ages. 

Ted Barris has published 19 non-fiction books, half of them wartime histories. His book The Great Escape: A Canadian Story 
won the 2014 Libris Award as Best Non-Fiction Book in Canada. His book Dam Busters: Canadian Airmen and the Secret Raid 
Against Nazi Germany received the 2019 NORAD Trophy from the RCAF Association. And his book Rush to Danger: Medics in 
the Line of Fire was listed for the 2020 Charles Taylor Prize for Non-Fiction in Canada. Battle of the Atlantic: Gauntlet to Vic-
tory is Ted’s 20th published non-fiction book . 

 Visit the Heritage Mississauga 

Facebook page for Tuesday 

and Thursday weekly live 

events. 

ARTS AND EVENTS 

August 23, 2022 2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.—Pulse: A dialogue 
through film—Celebration Square 

August 25, 2022 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.—To What Degree? 
Canada in a changing climate—Bradley Museum 

August 28, 2022 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.—Summer Concert Series 
2022—Port Credit Memorial Park and Streetsville Village Square  

https://heritagemississauga.com/remembering-eric-gibson/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HeritageMississauga/events/
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/open-museum-earth-day?eventdate=2022-04-13T18%253A30%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/pulse?eventdate=2022-08-23T14%253A00%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/pulse?eventdate=2022-08-23T14%253A00%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/to-what-degree-canada-in-a-changing-climate?eventdate=2022-08-25T12%253A00%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/to-what-degree-canada-in-a-changing-climate?eventdate=2022-08-25T12%253A00%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/summer-concert-series-2022?eventdate=2022-08-28T18%253A30%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/summer-concert-series-2022?eventdate=2022-08-28T18%253A30%253A00
http://pama.peelregion.ca/en/index.asp
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/open-museum-earth-day?eventdate=2022-04-13T18%253A30%253A00


  

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

4415 Mississauga Rd 

Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6 

H av e y o u  r en ew ed  y o u r   
m em b er s hi p  f o r  2 02 2 ?   

Wo u l d  y o u  l i ke  t o  Jo i n ?  
 

Please consider joining or renewing your member-

ship with the Streetsville Historical Society! 

Single @ $20.00 Family @ $25.00  

Business & organizations @ $30.00  

Additional information and Membership forms 

can be downloaded from our website at  

http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/

images/forms/Membership-Form-2022.pdf  

Once completed please send via e-mail to  

Clare Miller  

claremiller@streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca 

 

2021 Streetsville Historical Society Executive 

President—Bernice Cunningham 

Past President—Malcolm Byard 

Vice-President—Anne Byard 

Secretary—Marlene MacDonald 

Treasurer— Laurette Turner 

Archivist & Collections Manager —Anne Byard 

Membership—Clare Miller 

Information Technology—Francine Lewak 

Newsletter—Christine Marshall 

Social Media/Website —Christine Marshall 

Gift Shop—Barbara Kajfasz 

Heritage Gardens—Carol Ashford 

http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership-Form-2022.pdf
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership-Form-2022.pdf
mailto:claremiller@streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca

