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Streetsville Historical Society 

The SHS is dedicated to promoting 

Streetsville’s unique  past with programs 

and exhibits  that help people of all ages 

better understand their connection to 

history.  Our goal is to collect, preserve 

and promote historical documents and 

artifacts that chronicle the life of past 

generations of “the Village in the City”. 

CONTACT US: 

Leslie Log House  

4415 Mississauga Rd  

Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6  
www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca  

 

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES:  

Wednesdays and Sundays from 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

ADMISSION:  

Free  

DONATIONS:  

We are always accepting donations. Not 

every donation needs to be financial. 

We also accept office and museum sup-

plies. If you have something you would 
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                                                        T h a n k s  t o  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f   

50 YEARS | 1970 – 2020  

50 Years of History and Achievements for the  
Streetsville Historical Society 

By Anne Byard 

The Society was organized in 1970 at the instigation of 
Streetsville Town Council and former Mississauga 
Mayor Hazel McCallion, who was then Mayor of 
Streetsville and former Reeve. Our first project was a 
request to gather photographs of all Reeves and three 
of the photos of all Mayors since the incorporation of 
the village in 1858. All but three of the photos were 
available after considerable searching and, for those 
that we were unable to locate, we used a copy of their 
signature from the Council minutes to mark their time. 
Copies of the photos and dates were put in two large 
frames and were hung in the Town Hall. The photos 
and signatures of the village Reeves and the town 
Mayors now hang in the Leslie Log House Archives. 
That was in 1973, the same year that the Founders’ Day 
Bread and Honey Festival was started. For that event 
we published a short history of Streetsville.  A revised 
version was brought out in 1976. (This booklet has 
been revised a second time and is still available at our gift shop in the Leslie Log 
House). 

When Streetsville became part of Mississauga on January 1st, 1974, the Streetsville 
Council asked us to undertake something we had been eager to have done; and 
that was to sort and list all the old municipal records from 1858.  It was a big task 
that took many days, but it was fascinating. Ontario Archives was given whatever 
they wanted and the rest is in the Streetsville archives collection.  

The same year, 1974, the Streetsville Historical Society became a registered chari-
ty and was incorporated as a Society which holds today. We also got commemora-
tive plates—a view of the old Grammar school which was later the Town Hall and 
sold to the membership. In the same year we put out a little tabloid type of paper 
on the history of the Water Mills of Streetsville printed through the generosity of 
then Streetsville Booster Newspaper, which was then republished into booklet 
form in 2012 and is available and sold at the LLH gift shop. During this time we 
took on a 3 year contract for co-op student volunteers with the  Peel Board of Edu-
cation. They transcribed information from the three older cemeteries and a short 
history of the early churches. They also completed a report on the industries of 
Streetsville up to 1870. The third and final project was describing the transfor-
mation of Main Street which runs east from Queen Street to the river; from its 
original commercial and industrial nature to a residential area within a period of 
about half a century (continued on page 2). 

Note: This article contains material taken from an article by Mary Manning 
from the Halton Peel Genealogy Newsletter 1984  

L e s l i e  L o g  Ho u s e  a n d  S H S  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  

Closed/postponed until further notice 

http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
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Hello everyone,  

Welcome to Spring. It’s been a long year of being locked down and told to stay home and 

away from family and friends. But, spring is here, for some of us it was a long time com-

ing and for others it got here fast. Like most of you I did some clean-up and got rid of stuff.  However my most 

enjoyable times were talking to family and friends on the phone. Email is nice, but to hear their voice is so much 

nicer. We today are blessed to be able to phone friends and family. Many of our grandparents, depending on 

where and when they lived, could not, and in some cases this also applied to our parents. So as the days get 

warmer lets get outside. Do a little garden work, go for a walk, or sit outside with a good book. Then why not pick 

up your phone and make someone's day.  

Enjoy each day my friends.  Bernice Cunningham, President of the Streetsville Historical Society 

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  o u r  P r e s i d e n t  

50 Years of History  and Achievements (cont’d from page 1) 

Through the efforts of our society, an Ontario Heritage plaque was erected 
and unveiled in 1975 to mark the history and importance of the village from 
its beginning in 1820. In 1977, the Society published “Inns and Hotels of 
Streetsville 1824-1924” which included a section on local Temperance atti-
tudes. (This has been reprinted and updated and is available in our gift 
shop).  

In 1979 we planned a meeting program around the history of the area now 
known as Meadowvale West, and the material compiled has been included in 
Volume 1 of The Streetsville Historical Society Papers which we published in 
1983. 

When the Old Grammar school was leased by the local Kinsmen and Senior Citizens, we con-
tributed, in 1950, eight large views of local scenes which once hung in the meeting room of the old building when 
used as a Town Hall, and are now in the William Tolton Room of the Streetsville library. A vault was installed in 
the Kinsmen Hall when it was the Town Hall and the Society used it to store the archives for 15 years. 

1983 was a particularly busy time.  In addition to Volume 1 of the historical society papers, we published “Street”, 
the story of Timothy Street who founded the village. It included material on the genealogy of the family and the 
history of Streetsville up to 1860. The book was launched at the same time as the unveiling of a heritage plaque, 
by the City of Mississauga, to mark the site of the Streetsville mills and the 1825 Timothy Street house which was 
owned by the City. 

Our project in 1984 was the erection of a memorial gateway at The Pioneer Cemetery.  This would be a unique 
structure as it incorporated architectural stone features from the old Solomon Barnhardt house.  

I joined the Streetsville Historical Society in February 1998. I attended two meetings and Mary Manning found 
out that I had my OMA certificate so she invited me to help her with the archival storage. Mary passed away that 
June and Bill Tolton and our President Norm Potts asked me if I could take over the archives.  I was then em-
ployed at a company with which I did not feel comfortable but I needed to work. The Historical Society Executive 
applied for a Trillium Grant so that I could be paid for my work.  I was hired in August 1999 and I opened a home 
office for the next year.  

The archives that Mary had stored were catalogued with the Dewy Decimal library system with no logs that I 
could find. I believe she might have stored the logs in her house. I then had to re-catalogue the full collection into 
a museum management system. Volunteers from the Historical Society membership came to my house and I 
trained then to catalogue.  Norm Potts, Jean Watt, Ann Holmes, Mary Finlay and many others were consistent 
presences.  We finished cataloguing 5973 archives in a year. I then went back to work for the Canadian Cancer 
Society until I retired in 2007 and we started to resume cataloguing the ongoing donations. Volunteers worked 
from my basement on a weekly basis. In 2008 I went to the storage area located in the jail cell in the Kinsmen 
Hall to return the archives to storage and, to my surprise, we were now in a toilet. I was so upset I came home 
and called Norm Potts and then we decided we had to get out of that location (continued on page 3).  
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 50 Years of History  and Achievements (cont’d from page 2) 

I began by calling George Carlson and he said that if we found a location he would help us. Norm and I looked 
all over Streetsville and nothing was working for us. Then Anne Marie Hagan from the Museums of Mississau-
ga told me that the Leslie Log House had been sitting empty for 17 years and perhaps the city would be inter-
ested. The executive members took a tour of the unfinished interior of the house and although it would need a 
lot of work we were very interested.  I called George and he guided me as to how we could apply for financial 
assistance and support.  I had to do a power point presentation to Friends of the Museums, Heritage Missis-
sauga and to Mississauga Council.  In two months we had $175,000 but we still needed a lot more. 

George searched for more money and in another 4 months we had $475,000. We formed a committee for the 
renovation and started meeting with engineers, architects, carpenters and landscaping. Norm and I watched 
the progress. It cost the City over $500,000 but what an amazing job they did!  We moved the collection in 
May 2011 but sadly Norm Potts passed away suddenly and never saw the final results. We named the archive 
rooms after Mary Manning and Lois (Ballinger) McKinney who, over the years, has helped me to better under-
stand Streetsville. We also purchased a beautiful display case in honour of Norm Potts.  

Since being in the Leslie Log House, the membership meetings were, for a period of 2 years, in the Silverthorn 
Care Community Centre. Subsequently, in 2012, we moved the meetings to the Streetsville United Church as it 
is conveniently located. We have increased our membership from 55 to 135 and with the increasing number of 
visitors at the log house we continue to gain interest in the society.  We have 12 plus volunteers working on the 
collection every Wednesday afternoon and two volunteers on Sunday afternoons. In 2019 we recorded 4,439 
volunteer hours, 1299 visitors to the Log House and we completed 55 research projects for local interests. 

We opened a small gift shop where we sell the Society’s publications of books written about Streetsville.  We 
received approval to reproduce the Streetsville Woman’s Institute’s 3 volumes of the Tweedsmuir History into 
books and also an indexed CD which have proved very popular. We have enhanced the books that Mary Man-
ning wrote on Streetsville and have republished them into revised booklets: The History of Streetsville, Inns 
and Hotels in Streetsville and Mills and Waterways.  

The Historical Society organizes annual historical tours and members have visited many Ontario Heritage 
sites. We publish our newsletter quarterly and annually we have an Open House at the Leslie Log House for 
Doors Open and Christmas where we have seen as many as 400 visitors.  We held an Open House for the 
opening of the Leslie Log House with over 300 people in attendance hosting 175 Leslie clan members for the 
visit of the honorable Alexander Leslie, Leslie clan chief, from Scotland. 

To date we have catalogued over 18,000 archives and artifacts which have been entered into electronic rec-
ords.  With the Museums of Mississauga direction, we have managed to support our location with help from a 
yearly grant from the City of $4,000. We raise funds to cover our insurance and administration costs as well as 
archival materials and equipment by holding socials and from the sales of the items in the gift shop as well as 
public donations.  

Hazel McCallion donated a ca. 1900 carriage owned by Wm. Couse and we have been storing it at Linda 
McCallion’s farm for 4 years.  We have raised over $21,000 for the enclosure with local and member dona-
tions, selling handmade face masks along with gift shop sales. etc. We should be able to fund the building of an 
enclosure for the carriage on the site of the Log House.  We also have a swift chimney to attract chimney swifts 
thanks to Bill Evans (a longtime member’s inspiration).  

Malcolm Byard was our president for 12 years and is still helping support the executive as past-president.  Ber-
nice Cunningham, a long time executive member,  is now President. She is very knowledgeable on Streetsville 
and we are looking forward to her continued leadership.  

We apologize that we cannot have meetings or celebrate our 50 years of service but we will continue to build 
support for the Society and it will continue to grow. We want to thank our Members, The City of Mississauga, 
the Museums of Mississauga and Heritage Mississauga for the continued support of our society. Covid 19 has 
affected everyone but we are not going away.  Look for us in the Leslie Log House when the pandemic has  fi-
nally been brought under control and we can resume our activities. 
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LESLIE, HAROLD EMERSON 
1932 - 2021 

Harold went to Heaven on February 10, 2021 at the age 88 

years. He has now joined his youngest son, Tom. Harold will be 

lovingly remembered by his wife of 70 years, Valda; two sons 

William and Mark and their wives; numerous grand and great-grand children.  Due 

to COVID-19 restrictions, a celebration of life will be held in the spring.  In lieu of 

flowers, memorial tributes may be made directly to Streetsville Historical Society at 4415 Mississauga Rd. Mis-

sissauga ON L5M 7C6.   

“Lang May Yer Lum Reek”  

 

A Short History of the Telephone in Streetsville  

(Extract from The Streetsville Historical Society Papers Volume 3) 

“The telephone came to Streetsville in the middle 1880’s, probably in 1884 or 1885. The Streetsville Agency is 

listed in the telephone directory published in December 1885. It’s written that the phone was looked upon by 

some as impractical and by others as an “instrument of the devil” Mr. Beaty (Beatty), the jeweller, was the first 

Bell Telephone agent. He set it up at the back of his store. The hours were 8am to 8pm weekdays and 10 am to 

12pm on Sundays and 2pm till pm on holidays. In 1909 Bell started to make arrangements to put a phone in 

every house. The telephone made great strides, once it became a valuable aid in business as well as in many 

homes.” 

 
Image: Alexander Graham Bell and the New York City–Chicago telephone link 

Alexander Graham Bell, who patented the telephone in 1876, inaugurating the 1,520-

km (944-mile) telephone link between New York City and Chicago on October 18, 1892. 

In 1878, the first telephone exchange in the British Empire was put into service at Ham-

ilton, Ontario. By 1891, the Bell Telephone Company of Canada had completed a long-

distance network exceeding 6400 kilometres, including an unbroken link along Central 

Canada's "Main Street, " between Quebec City and Windsor. The company's operations 

in 1891 embraced 22,000 subscribers and more than 200 exchanges . 

1. What food makes up nearly all of a Giant Panda’s 

diet? 

2. True or False?  Mice live up to 10 years. 

3. What is the name of the phobia that involves an 

abnormal fear of spiders? 

4. What is the largest type of “big cat: in the world? 

5. True or False?  Crocodiles have no sweat glands so 

they use their mouth to release heat. 

6. What are female elephants called? 

7. Bees are found on every continent of earth except 

for one.  Which is it? 

8. Groups of lions are known as what? 

9. What is the largest land animal in the world? 

10. What type of animal is the largest primate in the 

world? 

11. What is the most recognizable feature of a hedge-

hog’s appearance? 

12. What are baby goats called? 

13. What is the tallest animal in the world? 

14. True or False? Rabbits are born blind. 

15. The crocodile species is believed to have been 

around for how long?  2 million years or 200 mil-

lion years? 
        (Answers on page 5) 
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1. Bamboo 

2. False: Captive mice live for up to 2 ½ years while 

wild mice only live for an average of about 4 

months 

3. Arachnophobia 

4. The Tiger, weighing up to 660 pounds 

5. True – They often sleep with their mouth open to 

cool down 

6. Cows 

7. Antarctica 

8. Prides 

9. The elephant – The largest on record weighed 

around 26,000 lbs. 

10. The Gorilla 

11. Their spines of spiky hair 

12. Kids 

13. The giraffe – The average height is around 16 feet 

14. True 

15. 200 million years 

We are more than halfway to 
our $40,000 Fundraising 
Goal for the William Couse 
Carriage! 
We are exuberant to announce that 
we’ve passed the halfway mark to our 
$40,000 William Couse Carriage 
fundraiser goal! With a lot of hard 
work by members and volunteers, 
and the incredible support from our 

community we have officially raised $21,399.24 to date and reached 53% of goal.  

Our next fundraising effort is a “scrapping 2020 quilt” made by Anne Byard from the remaining scraps of her 
handmade masks. We will sell tickets for $5.00  and will limit sales of 100 tickets with all monies going to the 
Wm Couse campaign . We hope to sell 100 tickets at $5.00  each .  Once we can get together again we are hop-
ing to raise $500.00 towards the carriage fund. 

https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker 

 

@ScottBrubacher  

Please join us and post comments or add your own historic photos and memories!  

https://www.facebook.com/streetsvillehistoricalsociety 
@streetsvillehistorical 

ANSWERS 

https://www.furthered.ca/pie-in-the-fesa-fundraiser
http://scottbrubacher.com/
https://www.facebook.com/scottbrubacher
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/
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Thank you to our photo contributors, Carol Ashford for all the Leslie Log House nature photos, Bernice Cunningham for 

the spring flowers outside of Trinity Hall, Carol Truesdell for her spring pansies, and Malcolm and Anne Byard for the 

nesting doves and Bill Evans Tower plaque. 
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S H S  a n d  P a r t n e r  P r o g r a m s  a n d  Ev e n t s —2021  

 

http://www.villageofstreetsville.com 

 

With YOU, we thrive and keep history alive. Benefits of mem-
bership include: 

 4 free issues per year of the Society’s Newsletter  

 Invitations to Streetsville Historical Society events 

 Attendance to our 4 general meetings with our very in-
teresting guest speakers 

 15 minutes of free research from an archivist volunteer 

To become a member or provide a donation, call Margaret 
Chapman at 289-997-1966, visit the Leslie Log House on 
Wednesday or Sunday from 1-4 p.m., or download our  
membership form online! 

Individual: $20 Family: $25  Businesses and organisations: $30 

Online—Wednesday, May 26, 2021 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
IMAGE/IMAGINE(ING) A WILD GARDEN: Artist Sara Ange-
lucci in conversation with horticulturalist & arborist Charlie 
Briggs 

 Visit the Heritage Mississauga 

Facebook page for Tuesday 

and Thursday weekly live 

events  

Culture Programs & Services 
Status Update 

Mississauge Returns to Stay-
At-Home Order 

 
As part of the Region of Peel, the City of Mississauga has been 
placed under the Stay-at-Home Order per the Ontario Govern-
ment's announcement effective April 8. Please continue to 
follow all health and safety regulations in place.  

We are continuing our endeavours to fund an enclosure for the Wil-
liam Couse family carriage which was donated to us. Couse was a 
prominent Streetsville businessman and community leader in the first 
half of the 20th century. He was deeply committed to the community 
having served on the library board for 48 years and the high school 
board for 40 years. He apprenticed as a Beekeeper and became a 
member of the Beekeepers association in 1881. In 1882, William 
started his own beekeeping business and with 200 bee colonies he 
branched out to provide quality clover seed to support his bees. He 
was a charter member and past-President of the Ontario Beekeepers 
Association for 65 years. The Society is excited at the prospect of 
providing another gift of historical significance to the community. 
Our goal has increased from $25,000 to $40,000 based on advice to 
ensure a reserve fund for unexpected costs  and provide for ongoing 
maintenance costs. Donations can be made by contacting Margaret 
Chapman (missmargaret39@hotmail.com) @289-997-1966.  Receipts 
will be provided for donations of $25 and above. 

 

Sikh Heritage Month 
April 1-31, 2021 

http://www.villageofstreetsville.com
http://www.villageofstreetsville.com/event-directory/
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership-Form-December-2020-21.pdf
http://calendar.pama.peelregion.ca/default/Detail/2021-05-26-1200-IMAGEIMAGINEING-A-WILD-GARDEN-Artist-Sara-Angelucc
http://calendar.pama.peelregion.ca/default/Detail/2021-05-26-1200-IMAGEIMAGINEING-A-WILD-GARDEN-Artist-Sara-Angelucc
http://calendar.pama.peelregion.ca/default/Detail/2021-05-26-1200-IMAGEIMAGINEING-A-WILD-GARDEN-Artist-Sara-Angelucc
https://heritagemississauga.com/remembering-eric-gibson/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HeritageMississauga/events/
https://culture.mississauga.ca/content/culture-programs-services-status-update
https://culture.mississauga.ca/content/culture-programs-services-status-update
https://culture.mississauga.ca/events?field_venu_target_id=3
mailto:missmargaret39@hotmail.com
https://www.streetsville.ca/
https://culture.mississauga.ca/Hazel100
http://pama.peelregion.ca/en/exhibitions/sikh-heritage-month.asp
http://pama.peelregion.ca/en/exhibitions/sikh-heritage-month.asp
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HERE 

4415 Mississauga Rd 

Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6 

 

H a v e  y o u  r e n e w e d  y o u r   

m e m b e r s h i p  f o r  2 0 2 1 ?  W o u l d  y o u  

l i k e  t o  J o i n ?  

Please consider joining or renewing your member-

ship with the Streetsville Historical Society! 

Single @ $20.00 Family @ $25.00  

Business & organizations @ $30.00  

Additional information and Membership forms can 

be downloaded from our website at  

http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/

forms/Membership-Form-December-2020-21.pdf  

Once completed please send via e-mail, e-transfer or 

mail to Margaret Chapman  

missmargaret39@hotmail.com 

#302—2770 Aquitane Avenue 

Mississauga, Ontario L5N 3K5 

For any questions please call 289-997-1966 

  2020 Streetsville Historical Society Executive 

President—Bernice Cunningham 

Past President—Malcolm Byard 

Vice-President—Anne Byard 

Secretary—Marlene MacDonald 

Treasurer— Margaret Chapman 

Collections Manager —Anne Byard 

Membership—Margaret Chapman 

Information Technology—Francine Lewak 

Newsletter/Social Media/Website —Christine 

Marshall 

Gift Shop—Bernice Cunningham 

Heritage Gardens—Carol Ashford 

http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership-Form-December-2020-21.pdf
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership-Form-December-2020-21.pdf
mailto:missmargaret39@hotmail.com

