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A name which is not suitably trendy
for a “pub” but was apt for the prop-
erty’s original use. Webster’s dic-
tionary defines bower as “an attrac-
tive dwelling or retreat”.

Minerva was the daughter of a Unit-
ed Empire Loyalist named John
Barnhardt who started a prosperous

store in 1821—Montreal House—in

what was to become the thriving village of Streetsville. Father of a large family,
Barnhardt helped each son and daughter build a new house as a wedding present.
“Minerva’s Bower” was the only framed house built for any member of the family.
Minerva and her husband, William Patterson, a merchant, came to Streetsville in
1825 and moved into their house after their marriage in 1832. Minerva operated a
school for young ladies in the house. The property was acquired by Lewis Moffatt
in 1856, who in turn sold it in 1867 to William J. Penney (son of Minerva and Wil-
liam).

William Patterson sold the property to John Atkinson in 1905. In 1920 the house
was purchased by William Eake. After serving as a private family home for around
150 years, the property was zoned commercial in the early 1980’s.

In 1905 the home was bought by John Atkinson, a well-known and talented piano
tuner. He used it as a base to travel by horse and buggy to places as far as Listow-
el to tune pianos. John and Clara Atkinson raised four children there and
“modernized” the house in many ways. They removed a fireplace in the kitchen
and dug (by hand) a small cellar so that a “pipeless” furnace could be installed
(continued on p. 3).
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STREETSVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING
Please Join us Thursday, December 1, 2022 @ 7:00 PM
At the Streetsville Legion Branch 139, 101 Church Street, Streetsville
Guest Speaker: TED BARRIS
For information call 905-826-7198 or 905-814-5958

Ted Barris will be speaking on his newly published book, The Battle of the Atlantic,
the longest battle of WWII and one which in-

volved many Canadian veterans. He says he
wrote it while we were all confined by
Covid. The last time he spoke at the Legion

there was an enthusiastic turnout so we are
looking forward to his return. He has been pub-
licly commended by Canadian vets for stressing
the accomplishments of Canadians in service.

Thanks to the sponsorship of
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Streetsville Historical Society

The SHS is dedicated to promoting
Streetsville’s unique past with programs
and exhibits that help people of all ages
better understand their connection to
history. Our goal is to collect, preserve
and promote historical documents and
artifacts that chronicle the life of past
generations of “the Village in the City”.

CONTACT US:

Leslie Log House

4415 Mississauga Rd

Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6
www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES:
Wednesdays and Sundays from 1:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Closed from December 11, 2022 to
January 3, 2023

ADMISSION:
Free

DONATIONS:

We are always accepting donations. Not
every donation needs to be financial. We
also accept office and museum supplies. If
you have something you would like to
donate, please contact us to make ar-
rangements for your donation.



http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
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Hello everyone! Here we are in November and my how the time flies
by. I hope everyone had a nice Thanksgiving weekend. We have now
resumed playing euchre. So far we have had two games; one in August
and one in October. It was good to see so many of our euchre friends.
We will have one more game in November before we take some time off
to celebrate Christmas and the New Year.

Our guest speaker at our August meeting at the United Church in Streetsville was Anne Byard. Anne did a wonder-
ful slide show and talk on the 50-year history of the Streetsville Historical Society. Many thanks to Anne. During
our refreshment time we enjoyed a very tasty cake to celebrate our 50 years—a couple of years late due to Covid.
We are all looking forward to our next General meeting at the Streetsville Legion on December 1st with Ted Barris
as our guest speaker. He will be talking about his new book “The Battle of The Atlantic”.

I hope everyone is doing well and returning to normal, seeing family and friends, going out for lunches and din-
ners once in awhile. Enjoy and thank you for being a member of the Streetsville Historical Society

Bernice Cunningham, President of the Streetsville Historical Society

Streetsville Historical Society Executive 2022—2023

Back Row, Left to Right: Malcolm Byard, Past president; Marlene MacDonald, Secretary; Anne Byard, Vice President and
Collections Manager

Front Row, Left to Right: Laurette Turner, Treasurer; Bernice Cunningham, President; Clare Miller, Membership

ABSENT, Francine Lewak, IT coordinator; Christine Marshall, Newsletter, website and social media; Carol Ashford,
Heritage Gardens
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Cuchulainn’s Irish Pub, The Winchester Arms and Minerva’s Bower
158 Queen St. S. in Streetsville (cont'd from page 1)

In 1955 Jack Bailey bought the home and he and his family lived in it until it was sold to the owners of Heritage Arms
and then Windsor Arms Pub. Since 2005, it is owned by Karen and Collins Tod and has become the Cuchulainn’s
Irish Pub. (Cuchulainn was an Irish Gaelic Warrior)

“Minerva’s Bower” is a house of many firsts

It was the first home in Streetsville with “inside conveniences”. A rainwater tank in
the attic provided the necessary water to operate a bathroom many years before
1906 when electricity and water were available from the old Streetsville Power Dam.

During the Atkinson’s time the first
chiropractor  to practice in
Streetsville used the front parlour on
his weeKkly visits.

There is a story, alleged to be true,
that the verandah was built by Mi-
nerva’s first husband after nagging
by his wife, but that he refused to
build an entrance from it into the house. The second husband, Mr.
Pinney allowed it and built a door onto the verandah from the house.

The modern brick exterior hides the original finish of this historic
house which is listed on the City of Mississauga’s Heritage Register.

Ed Note: Prepared by Iola Atkinson in 1906 for the Streetsville Wom-
en’s Institute and revised 2022 by Anne Byard, Vice-President and
Collections Manager of the Streetsville Historical Society.

The United Church in Streetsville
By Rev. T.D. Jones

An attractive hard cover 77 page book recently came into our collection and it details the his-
tory of Streetsville United Church, from the founding of the Methodist congregation in 1820,
when two circuit riders were sent into the new settlement from York. The first Methodist
church was erected in 1821 and its location has not been determined. The second church was
a frame building constructed on Maiden Lane in 1835 and a brick building nearby in 1847
which was dedicated by the Rev. Egerton Ryerson and which served until the present church
was built in 1875-76; the cornerstone was laid by Rev. Egerton Ryerson July 1, 1875. The
1847 church and property were sold to the school board for the sum of $800.00. The open-
ing and dedicatory services in the new church were held February 27, 1876 and Dr. Egerton
Ryerson presided and preached a 75 minute sermon. The congregation was enthralled.

The beginning of the United Church of Canada in 1925 brought together the Methodists, the Congregationalists and
some of the Presbyterians. The movement for union had begun in 1908 and had been realized in western Canada.
The names of those who were members of the first united congregation are duly recorded.

The observations made by Rev. Jones in the foreword to the text point out the difficulties in obtaining historic infor-
mation. Many of the old houses in Streetsville had changed hands and old documents from the attics had not sur-
vived. A similar fate was experienced by the earliest editions of the Streetsville Review. An early owner, thinking the
papers were of no interest, destroyed them. These unhappy circumstances point up the need for the Historical Socie-
ty to be on the lookout for heritage material.

The text was written in 1961 and 1962 and published by William Tolton in 1963. It is worth noting that Bill Tolton was
dedicated to preserving the history of Streetsville. He was the first president of the Streetsville Historical Society in
1972 and served on the executive every year until his death in 2002.


https://cuchulainns.ca/

Streetsville Historical Society Newsletter

Fall in Streetsville 2022
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The Streetsville Cenotaph in Streetsville Village Square was constructed
in 1926 in memory of local veterans who died during World War I .

On July 1st, 1926, this monument to
Canadian courage was unveiled in the
centre of the Village of Streetsville.
The inspiration of a group of local
veterans, the 17-foot high Cenotaph
has been the centre of many gather-
ings and ceremonies over the last 70
years.

Over the years, the Cenotaph and its

foundation had deteriorated, so the

City of Mississauga, assisted by a

dedicated community of donors, un-

dertook the restoration work. Thus, Remembrance Day ceremonies in

1993 began with the unveiling of the restored monument. Each year, on
November 11th, ceremonies are held at this impressive monument to honour those who gave their lives for liberty.

Please visit ModernMississauga.com for an article “Remembering Mississauga’s Fallen Soldiers” dated November
10, 2022 and read the stories about James Dunn, William Clipperton, Franklin Walter Ott, John Fellows, Selwyn
Adamson and Cyril Hare. Or for more information on Mississauga’s Fallen Soldiers visit : https://
heritagemississauga.com/war/



https://www.modernmississauga.com/main/2022/11/10/remembering-mississaugas-fallen-soldiers
https://heritagemississauga.com/war/
https://heritagemississauga.com/war/
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I Major Jack Drennan, Ottawa Journal, March 1, 1945 I

HELP NEEDED! We have received 3 full bankers

boxes, donated by Marilyn Finnie, of a collection of items that
have historical value to the Streetsville Archives. The collection
was gathered by the late Royal and Iona Hawn and it contains
newspaper clippings, scrapbooks, sovereigns, school information,
high school convocation records, crests, business advertising give-
aways (e.g. blotters, pencils, dishes, glassware etc.) all from
Streetsville and all telling the local story. We need help to sort
through all these items which will need to be catalogues. We have
fully trained volunteers that will be there to assist you.

If you enjoy history and have 3 hours a
week to volunteer, we would be glad to
have you join us on Wednesday afternoons from 1 to 4 p.m. We do the
work from the Leslie Log House located at 4415 Mississauga Road in
Streetsville and promise you will enjoy the great group of volunteers
that make up our team. Please contact Anne Byard at (905)814-5958.

We hope that you enjoy our quarterly newsletter. We would kindly ask, if it's possible, that you switch to an elec-
tronic copy of the newsletter which we will forward to your e-mail address. If you are currently receiving the pa-
per copy of the newsletter through the mail and would like to switch to e-mail, please contact Clare Miller at
claremiller @streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca Thank you for supporting the Streetsville Historical Society.

https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker

@ScottBrubacher

Please join us and post comments or add your own historic photos and memories!

@streetsvillehistorical
https://www.facebook.com/streetsvillehistoricalsociety


http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/scottbrubacher
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
http://scottbrubacher.com/
mailto:claremiller@streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
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SHS and Partner Programs and Events-2022

$10.00 per person * Please arrive at 6:45PM *

Starts at 7:00PM sharp * Ends around 9:30PM *
Refreshments and prizes *

November 23, 2022 Limited space
so you must reserve a spot

Call Bernice Cunningham @ 905-826-7198

Ted Barris will be a guest speaker
Thursday December 1, 2022 at
7:00 pm upstairs at the
Streetsville Legion Branch
139. He will be speaking on his
newly published book, The Battle
of the Atlantic, the longest battle
of WWII and one which involved
many Canadian veterans. He
says he wrote it while we were
all confined by Covid. The last

time he spoke at the Legion there was an enthusiastic

turnout so we are looking forward to his return. He has

been publicly commended by Canadian

vets for stressing the accomplishments

of Canadians in service.

Ted Barris has published 19 non-fiction
books, half of them wartime histories.
His book The Great Escape: A Canadian
Story won the 2014 Libris Award as
Best Non-Fiction Book in Canada. His
book Dam Busters: Canadian Airmen
and the Secret Raid Against Nazi Germany received the
2019 NORAD Trophy from the RCAF Association. And his
book Rush to Danger: Medics in the Line of Fire was listed
for the 2020 Charles Taylor Prize for Non-Fiction in Cana-
da. Battle of the Atlantic: Gauntlet to Victory is Ted’s 20th

Streetsville Historical Society presents
“Come home for the holiday”
at the Leslie Log House
4415 Mississauga Road, Mississauga
Saturday December 10" - 10:00 am till 3:00 pm
* Meet Santa and receive a gift
*Take your own picture of your children with Santa
*Christmas treats beside the fire *Play board games
Fun for the Family with Free admission
Donations for the Food Bank are Appreciated
For information: Call 905-814-5958

Streetsville Christmas in the
Village—Celebrate the holi-
day season with us here in
Streetsville! Friday, No-
vember 18th festival time 5
p.m. - 9 p.m. New this year
we will kick off our tree
lighting with and opening
ceremonies featuring Mr.
and Mrs. Claus!

Visit the Heritage Mississauga
Facebook page for Tuesday and
Thursday weekly live events.

ARTS AND EVENTS

] Mississauca

November 20, 2022 (multiple dates times)—
Unearth Uncover—Bradley Museum

November 25, 2022 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. —
Family Holiday Photos with Santa—Bradley Museum

November 26, 2022 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.—
Light Up the Square 2022 —Celebration Square



https://heritagemississauga.com/remembering-eric-gibson/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HeritageMississauga/events/
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/open-museum-earth-day?eventdate=2022-04-13T18%253A30%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/unearth-uncover?eventdate=2022-11-20T12%253A00%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/family-holiday-photos-with-santa?eventdate=2022-11-25T15%253A00%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/light-up-the-square-2022?eventdate=2022-11-26T17%253A00%253A00
http://pama.peelregion.ca/en/index.asp
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/open-museum-earth-day?eventdate=2022-04-13T18%253A30%253A00
https://villageofstreetsville.com/vendors-wanted-summer-market-2022/
https://villageofstreetsville.com/pec-events/christmas-in-the-village-4-2/1668790800/

Have you renewed your
membership for 2022?
Would you like to Join?

Please consider joining or renewing your member-
ship with the Streetsville Historical Society!
Single @ $20.00 Family @ $25.00
Business & organizations @ $30.00

Additional information and Membership forms
can be downloaded from our website at
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/

images/forms/Membership-Form-2022.pdf

Once completed please send via e-mail to
Clare Miller
claremiller @streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca

4415 Mississauga Rd
Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6

2021 Streetsville Historical Society Executive

President—Bernice Cunningham

Past President—Malcolm Byard
Vice-President—Anne Byard
Secretary—Marlene MacDonald
Treasurer— Laurette Turner

Archivist & Collections Manager —Anne Byard
Membership—Clare Miller

Information Technology—Francine Lewak
Newsletter—Christine Marshall

Social Media/Website —Christine Marshall
Gift Shop—Barbara Kajfasz

Heritage Gardens—Carol Ashford

PLEASE
PLACE

STAMP
HERE
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