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Al Betts Fonds by Nicholas Moreau, Archives Reprographics Specialist,
Peel Art Gallery, Museum and Archives (PAMA)

The Region of Peel Archives has recently acquired the Al Betts fonds, photo negatives of a long-

time commercial photographer from Streetsville. They're a treasure trove for those interested in
the mid-century period, including everything from "Mr. and Mrs. McCallion passport photos" to
the Chungking Restaurant, industrial photos to the Derbys.

M Born in Toronto in 1924 to Fred and Violet Betts, Al was sta-
tioned in Bournemouth, England during the Second World
War as a Navigation-Bombardier on Lancaster bombers. Fami-
ly legend has it that he became interested in photography
when he scooped up an old Kodak "Brownie" camera that had
been tossed away. Curious, he took it apart and repaired it, and then began experimenting
with photography.

Working at Toronto Western Hospital after the Second World War, Al met his future wife,

Helen Colville. They wed in 1950, moving to Streetsville in 1956. His job with A. V. Roe's Pho-

tography Department. The job was short-lived, ending with the cancellation of the Avro Arrow. Around 1965, he started A. Betts
Photography in Streetsville. As part of the Streetsville Chamber of Commerce, Al helped launch the Streetsville Founders Bread
and Honey Festival, helped with the Boy Scouts, and photographed for the Review newspaper.

We estimate that the Betts family's donation to PAMA includes 5000 prints and negatives, covering Streetsville and area from
roughly 1965 to 1983 (continued on page 2).

General Meeting

Streetsville Historical Society
October 12th, 2017
@ 7:30pm
"HERITAGE HALL"
274 Queen St. S.
Streetsville, Ont.
Guest Speaker:
Brad Bultt

Brad Butt is

a Canadian politician

who was elected to
the Canadian House of Commons in

the 2011 election. He represented the

electoral district of Mississauga—

Streetsville as a member of

the Conservative Party until his defeat in

the 2015 election. Until his election, Butt
shad been president & CEO of the Greater
=@ Toronto Apartment Association since May

1999.

Subject: Politics, Community and Busi-
ness—A Passion for Mississauga

All Welcome.
Light refreshments served.

IT'STIMETO

RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP!

Have you renewed your
membership for 2017?

Please consider renewing your member-
ship with the Streetsville Historical Socie-
ty. We currently have 134 Members of
which twenty members have not yet re-
newed membership for 2017. If you think
you have forgotten to renew your 2017
membership, please contact Margaret
Chapman at 289-997-1977 or email her at

We welcome all new members.
Single @ $15.00
Family @ $20.00
Business & organizations @ $25.00

Additional information and Membership
forms can be
downloaded from our website at
www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/
images/forms/shs-membership-2017.pdf

Thanks to the sponsorship of M
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Al Betts Fonds (cont'd from page 1)

Among those thousands of photos are the negatives for 84 issues of Streetsville Review, showing daily life, ground break-
ings, the annual Trade Fair, Roy Ivor, and much more. While dwarfed by other newspaper photo collections in our hold-
ings—the Brampton Guardian fond for example, includes over 400,000 images —each envelope has been a delightful sur-
prise.

Another highlight is photography of downtown Streetsville, commissioned by the Chamber of
Commerce around 1969. Historic buildings, new structures, even empty lots were recorded in a
set of large format negatives.

Al Betts took photographs for private, corporate, and govern-
ment clients. For the school boards, he captured Streetsville
8| Secondary, Clarkson Secondary, Munden Park, Snider, and St.
~{ Mary's. For the Town of Mississauga, public works facilities.

Thanks to Betts' relationship with Toronto foundry John T.
Hepburn Ltd, the fonds serves as a glimpse into Ontario's industrial sites. Betts travelled
throughout the province, photographing Goodyear, Alcan, McCoy Foundry, Stelco, Kim-
berley Clark, and others. Closer to home, it shows the company's involvement in the
construction of Meadowvale Town Centre and "Sherway Plaza".

We've created a preliminary listing, recording Al's descriptions on the envelope, a document which will be further added to
over time. This listing is available on Archeion, a provincial database for archives: www.archeion.ca/al-betts-fonds

THE BARBER FAMILY PHOTO ALBUMS

The February 2017 Newsletter focussed on the history of the Barber House and
he plans for redevelopment by City Park Homes of this Historic Property in
treetsville.

ith his wife and four sons to settle near Fort Erie. In 1825 Wm Lyon Mackenzie
rged the government to offer an incentive for someone to start a paper mill in
pper Canada. James Crook, of Dundas, Ontario was rewarded with $500 as the
first man to start a paper mill. At that time, Crook hired the Barber family of Niagara to help him. When Joseph barber died
in 1831 his sons followed the Credit River to what is now Georgetown where they established a foundry and a woolen mill.
This foundry was to supply the ironwork for the Grand Trunk Railway that was built through Georgetown in 1852. The four
brothers William, Robert, Joseph and James later purchased a paper mill in Streetsville and called it William Barber and
Bros. Manufacturers and Dealers, Georgetown. This was the first plant to ship paper by train to Toronto. James and Joseph
rode this train as firemen in case of fire. In 1869 after working together in various ventures for 32 years, the Barber Broth-
ers went their separate ways. R
William Barber —— (/
(Henry Barber’s Father)
b: 7 March 1809, Park Hill . 1
Farm, County Antrim, Ireland
d: 25 Aug 1887, Streetsville,

Ont.

\\ X s / /

Elizabeth Sophia Webster
(Henry Barber’s Mother )

b: 28 May 1838 Henry Webster Barber

d: 5 Feb 1923 b: 10 March 1859
d: 1944

The Streetsville Historical Society would like to thank Michael Barber of Toronto, a great grandson of William Barber for the
loan of 4 Barber Albums. The Society has copied to paper and CD the collection, and have indexed a copy of the family tree,
which will be very important and informative for future research on the family and their role in local history.



http://www.archeion.ca/al-betts-fonds
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Streetsville Horticultural Society
Plant Sale—May 27, 2017

Another successful and profitable plant sale at the
Leslie Log House which attracted numerous people.
Below are some examples of some of the unique
offerings available this year.

The Streetsville Historical Society would like to ex-
tend their thanks to the Horticultural Society for
their continued contributions and efforts in main-
taining and beautifying the Leslie Log House proper-
ty.

A visit from Kyle Street by Anne Byard

Kyle Street came to Streetsville to
search out his descendants. He went
to the Timothy Street House and
took photos and then he walked
downtown bought a Streetsville
Sweat shirt from Ladners and then
called me. Kyle was visiting from
Winnipeg and he wanted infor-
mation on his ancestors and since
the Log House wasn't open that day
he came to my house . | had a copy
of " Street the Man , the Family, the village" and he opened it to
the Family tree and immediately found his grandfathers name .
He was so thrilled. He had then competed his search to connect
his family with Timothy Street. He left for Winnipeg that after-
noon but he said he was coming back. It was a pleasure for me
to see the tears of joy in his eyes and know that he had a great
story to tell his family.
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The 60th Weddlng Anniversary for Jean
and Laurie Watt was celebrated on June
17, 2017 from 2 until 4 p.m. at the
Streetsville United Church. The women
of the Church provided delicious sand-
wiches and desserts. Joining the cele-
bration were Hazel McCallion, George
Carlson and many, many others. It
was a very fun afternoon.

Jean said that the very room that they
were in was where they had held their
wedding reception 60 years ago.

We wish them many more years of hap-
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BECOME A CORPORATE
MEMBER OR RENEW YOUR
CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP
AND WE WILL...

Place your
vusingss ad here!
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YOU REALLY OUGHT TO GIVE IOWA A TRY —Malcolm and Anne Byard

tures. It was a great experience for Anne and | and the most impressive part

is that everything done in the process is free of charge. | doubt that our photos will ever be well

noyed when people recognized him from the painting.

An interpretive centre for the house was built in 2007 with information on
Wood and the house, together with a gift shop, and we were impressed that
the centre was staffed with volunteers Sunday afternoons from 1-4 the
same hours as the Leslie Log House. In the centre stands a clothes rack with
suitable costumes and visitors are dressed appropriately, presented with a
pitchfork, led outside and posed by another volunteer who then takes pic-

This is lowa artist Grant Wood’s famous painting titled American Gothic which he painted in 1930
and which has been in the Art Institute of Chicago ever since, except for when it toured Europe. The
American Gothic House is still standing in south east lowa in the small town of Eldon which Wood
visited for an art exhibit. When he saw the house he was impressed with what he considered the
pretentious gothic window in such a small house. He sketched the house on the back of an enve-
lope and later returned and did a better copy; he then returned to his studio in Cedar Rapids, lowa
and used the house as a backdrop for a painting of people he thought should live in the house. The
woman was his 27 year old sister Nan Wood Graham (with a modified facial structure) and the man
was his 64 year old dentist, Dr. Byron McKeeby whose face was not changed and who became an-

known but they will be family treasures. We really enjoyed giving lowa a try.

Y From .The Music Man. Meredith Wilson

Ronald E. Lawless
1924—August 14, 2017

“In case anyone knew him, one of our own Streetsvillians Ron Lawless, my wife's grandfather
passed away this weekend past. Former president and CEO of CN rail, president of VIA rail and
recipient of The Royal Order of Canada. A truly great man whom I've had the pleasure of know-
ing. A real inspiration. He will be missed.” Mike Foley—posted to SHS Facebook, August 20,

2017.

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/montrealgazette/obituary.aspx?n=ronald-e-lawless&pid=186415748&fhid=12306

Jeanette Walker
Nov. 17, 1941 - July 17, 2017

Jeanette Walker (née Dadd) was born in

: Streetsville, Ontario on November 17, 1941,

‘)\h the daughter of the late Connie and Dick

T Dadd. After graduating from Streetsville Se-

condary School in 1959, Jeanette worked as a secretary at

Dolphin Senior Public School. In 1998, Jeanette retired from

her position as head secretary at Edenwood Middle School in
Meadowvale.

Jeanette is dearly missed by Bill, her devoted husband of 55
years, and their two sons Bill (Anne) and Craig (Shelna).

Margaret Eluned Baker

(née Williams)

Margaret, a longtime resident of

Streetsville, died Friday, June 2, 2017

on her 96th birthday and wedding

anniversary at the Waterford Retire-
ment Home in Oakville.

Born in Anglesey, Wales, she was devoted to her welsh
background and childhood beaches. In later years, she fre-
quently used Welsh words in her vocabulary.

She tirelessly volunteered for decades at the local Missis-
sauga hospital and was a parishioner and supporter of the
Streetsville United Church.



http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/montrealgazette/obituary.aspx?n=ronald-e-lawless&pid=186415748&fhid=12306
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/montrealgazette/obituary.aspx?n=ronald-e-lawless&pid=186415748&fhid=12306
https://obittree.com/obituary/ca/ontario/milton/mckersie---kocher-funeral-home/jeanette-walker/2985694/
http://www.canadianobituaries.com/halton/64119-margaret-williams-baker-june-2-2017
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Streetsville Historical Society Spring Tour Parkwood Estate National Historic Site

the lives and accomplishments of his remarkable family.

In 1989, Parkwood was officially designated a National Historic Site and R.S. McLaughlin was
named a person of significance to Canadian heritage by Parks Canada. The dual designation of
both Sam McLaughlin as an individual and Parkwood as a landmark make this site a rich and
unique property and the source of tremendous pride in the community.

On June 24, 2017 a visit was arranged to the McLaughlin House or
Parkwood Estate National Historic Site—as it is currently known—and |
which is celebrating 100 years. The Streetsville Historical Society visit- |
ed the beautiful gardens and elaborate Georgian Estate located in
Oshawa, Ontario. This was the residence of Samuel McLaughlin
7 (founder of General Motors Canada) and was home to the McLaugh-
lin family from 1917 until 1972. The art, architecture, gardens, land-
scaping and original furnishings are all faithfully preserved and are enlivened by the stories of

Programs and Events—2017 |

September 8—October 6, 2017 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Taste of Streetsville
http://tasteofstreetsville.ca/

Saturday, October 28, 2017 2:00—4:00 pm
Streetsville Spooktacular
Vic Johnson Community Centre, 335 Church Street

Saturday, November 1, 2017 6:00 p.m.
Pumpkin Parade, Streetsville Village Square

Thursday, November 2, 2017
Retailers Open House

Saturday, November 11, 2017
Remembrance Day

November 25 at 2:00 p.m. to Nov. 26, 2017 4:00 pm.
Christmas iin the Village, Streetsville Village Square
http://www.streetsvillechristmasinthevillage.com/

Thursday, October 12, 2017
The Credits: Annual Heritage
Mississauga Awards Gala

Friday, October 13, 2017
16th annual Haunted Missis-
sauga heritage tour

Tuesday, December 12, 2017,
6:30-8:30pm

http://www.streetsvillehort.ca/calendar/

X

https://culture.mississauga.ca/events

MiISSISsauGa

Leslie Log House

$10.00 per person * Please arrive at 6:45PM * Starts at

7:00PM sharp * Ends around 9:30PM * Refreshments

Must reserve a spot 2017
Call Bernice Cunningham  Sept. 27th, Oct. 25th, Nov. 29th
2018

905-826-7198

Limited space Jan. 31st., Feb. 28th

Mar. 28th Apr. 25th May 30th

Old Fashioned Christmas

December 2, 2017 From
12:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Enjoy an old fashioned
Christmas at the Leslie Log
House complete with a visit
from good old Santa Claus
himselfl Games, toys, scav-
enger hunt, Christmas treats
and apple cider by the open
fire.

Admission: donation to local
food bank

For more information call:
Bernice (905) 826-7198.



http://www.heritagemississauga.com/page/Programs--Events-
https://culture.mississauga.ca/events?field_venu_target_id=3
http://www.streetsvillehort.ca/
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/Adobe
https://culture.mississauga.ca/events?field_venu_target_id=3
http://tasteofstreetsville.ca/
https://www.villageofstreetsville.com/index.php/events/historical-walking-tours
http://www.streetsvillechristmasinthevillage.com/

Sesquicentennial Quilt

Our many thanks to
Marnie Charlton for
the donation of the
quilt of the thirteen
provincial and territo-
rial flowers which now
hangs in the upper
stairwell at the Leslie
Log House.

Donations
The Leslie Log House is seeking donations of telephone di-
rectories and/or phone books to fill in gaps in the collection.
Please call us at 905-814-5958 or drop them off at 4415
Mississauga Road on
Wednesday or Sunday
afternoons.

r ‘ The Streetsville Historical Society has its own Facebook Group!
Please join us and post comments or add your own historic
photos and memories!
https://www.facebook.com/streetsvillehistoricalsociety

@Streetsville Historical Society

4415 Mississauga Rd
Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6

2017 Historical Society Executive

President—Malcolm Byard

Vice-President—Bernice Cunningham

Secretary—Margaret Chapman

Treasurer— Margaret Chapman

Archives / Display/ Volunteer/Tours—Anne Byard
Research—Anne Byard 905-814-5958
Membership—Margaret Chapman

Social/Special Events—Bernice Cunningham
Newsletter—Christine Marshall

Social Media—Christine Marshall

Program—Malcolm Byard

Log House Information—Ann Holmes

Gift Shop—Elizabeth Tothe

Heritage Gardens—Carol Ashford

Membership

$15 per person $20 per family $25 per organization

Join us at our meetings held the second Thursday of the months
of Oct., Nov., Feb., and April. You will enjoy our great speakers
and we serve tea and treats. You will receive a newsletter 4
times a year to inform you of what is happening in Streetsville,
the social events held at the Leslie Log House and the Streetsville
Historical Society meetings and speakers.

For more information on membership please contact
Margaret Chapman at 289-997-1966

PLACE
STAMP
HERE
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