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Robert Graydon and W.J. Graydon Store

Queen and Pearl Streets, Streetsville, Ontario
A Brief History By Michael Clipperton

obert Graydon was born in Streetsville, Upper Canada, in 18451. His par-

ents, William and Margaret Graydon, along with several children, had emi-

grated from the small village of Maguire’s Bridge, County Fermanagh, in
Northern Ireland, to escape the Potato Famine. Several members of the Graydon
family had already left Ireland to settle in the Streetsville area, so it was natural that
this branch of the family follow in their relatives’ footsteps. Robert was the young-
est in the family, and the only child to be born in Canada.

By the age of 25, Robert had become the Post Master in Streetsville. At about the
same time, he met and married Sarah Jane Sterling?. They began their married life
in Streetsville, and remained members of the community for the rest of their lives.
Several members of the extended Graydon family had already established success-
ful businesses in Streetsville, including Robert’s uncle, John Graydon, who was a
builder. Among the many buildings which he built were the Streetsville Methodist
Church, the manse for Trinity Anglican Church, several private homes, and several
commercial buildings on Queen Street, some of which remain. Another of Robert’s
uncles, W.]. Graydon, had established a successful mercantile business on Queen
Street, and he and Robert developed a close personal and business relationship.

Some time in the 1880’s, Robert and W.]. decided to go into business together, and
they built a new building on the north-west corner of Queen and Pearl Streets. This
was a relatively large building, containing the store, the Post Office, and a residence
for Robert and Sarah and their ever-increasing brood of children, which eventually
numbered six: Garnet, Floyd, Hector, Eldred, Ena, and Muriel, also known as
“Moonie”. The store and Post Office were located on the main floor on the south side
of the building. Robert and Sarah’s living quarters occupied the north half of the
main floor and the entire upper floor (continued on page 2).
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Streetsville Historical Society General Meeting
February 14, 2019 @ 7:30pm

Streetsville United Church "HERITAGE HALL"

274 Queen St. S. Streetsville, Ont.

Carol Ashford

Streetsville Horticultural Society

Guest Speaker:

Subject: " The Story of the Leslie Log House Gardens"

Carol Ashford is a long time executive member and friend of the
Streetsville Historical Society and will be speaking about the Leslie
Log House gardens from their conception until the present

day. She will share the story of the work provided by the volunteers at the Streetsville
Horticultural Society, an organization dedicated to community beautification projects,
which was needed to develop and expand and maintain the gardens which today include
more perennials. Carol will also touch on the types of wildflowers on the property.

All Welcome. Light refreshments served.

Thanks to the sponsorship of M
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Mississauga, Ontario
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Streetsville Historical Society

The SHS is dedicated to promoting
Streetsville’s unique past with programs
and exhibits that help people of all ages
better understand their connection to
history. Our goal is to collect, preserve
and promote historical documents and
artifacts that chronicle the life of past
generations of “the Village in the City”.
CONTACT US:

Leslie Log House

4415 Mississauga Rd

Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6
www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES:
Wednesdays and Sundays from
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ADMISSION:
Free

DONATIONS:

We are always accepting donations. Not
every donation needs to be financial.
We also accept office and museum sup-
plies. If you have something you would
like to donate, please contact us to
make arrangements for your donation.

For more upcoming events and information visit our website at: http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
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Robert Graydon and W.J. Graydon Store (cont’d from page 1)

The business and the family prospered in this location for

Looking South - Post Office and store of Robert Graydon burned June almost 30 years. However, that period was marred by the
28, 1909, along with hardware store of William Webster, next door.

death of Robert and Sarah’s eldest son, Garnet. Garnet had
married Gertrude (Brownridge), and they had two children,
Blake and Marjorie. Garnet was assisting at a barn-raising
in the summer of 1904 when he suffered a sun stroke and
died.

On a beautiful early summer day in June, 1909, fire broke
out in the building at Queen and Pearl. Despite the best
efforts of the volunteer fire department and many friends,
family and neighbours, the building burned to the ground.
The family lost most of their personal belongings. Not only
their home, but the store and the Post Office, the source of
their livelihood, were completely destroyed. Fortunately,
all members of the family were able to escape the building
unhurt; they also managed to save a few items which were placed on the lawn behind the house. One young relative,
Helen Graydon (daughter of John Graydon), who was about 5 years old at the time, remembered the fire very clearly.
Her strongest memory was that of Sarah Graydon sitting in a rocking-chair on the lawn, quietly rocking back and
forth, not uttering a word. Sadly, Sarah died three days later; Helen believed that she died of a broken heart. No rec-
ord exists as to the cause of the fire.

Robert Graydon immediately set about to build a new home for himself and his two youngest children who were still
at home. This house was completed in 1910, and still stands at 25 Thomas Street. He continued to serve as the Post
Master in Streetsville until his death in 1920.

Robert and Sarah’s son, Floyd, was killed in action in August, 1918, and is buried at Vis-en-
Artois, France. Another son, Eldred, returned from the war suffering from “shell shock” and
lived with his sister, Ena, until his death in 1945. Ena’s husband, William Clipperton, was
also killed in action in August, 1917, and is buried at Lapugnoy, France. Ena and William had
two children, Graydon and Irma. Irma died in the second influenza epidemic in February,
1920, at the age of 5. Ena married W.N. Atkinson in 1925, and died in 1961. Robert and Sa-
rah’s son, Hector, and his wife Cora (Faulkner), had one child, Dorothy. Hector died in 1953.
The youngest child in the Robert Graydon family, Muriel, married Eugene Reddick, and had
two children, Maynard and Brenda. Muriel died in 1974.

Robert and Sarah had their home and business more than 100 years earlier. Life does -
indeed come full circle.

1Editor’s note: Birth year cited at various dates including January 1, 1846

on Ancestry.ca and City of Mississauga

2 Editor’s note: Marrriage record 6 May 1874 on Ancestry.ca

The Streetsville Historical Society has its own Facebook s
Group! Please join us and post comments or add your rj @streetsvillehistorical
own historic photos and memories! i @
/ https://www.facebook.com/streetsvillehistoricalsociety ‘
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“We don’t want to forget about the people that are written about and there is a tf' eetsville Histor _I S?Fie_g’ f}WSIeeT B}
reason for that—as any one of those is a legend in their own right. ” ' ' ;

October 11, 2018 SHS General Meeting HA |

atthew Wilkinson joined us and spoke on the “Mississauga Legends”
to the 28 members and guests that were in attendance. Below is an extract of ~Matthew Wilkinson
this very interesting presentation. Stories on some of the people Matthew p== —
spoke about will be included in future newsletters.

“One of the things that helped inspire this was about 4 or 5 years ago we did a program with
Mississauga Legends Row, which is the walk of fame at celebration square, city hall. Ron Du-
quette’s group runs the program and we did a “bad analogy” Top Ten list for historic commu-
nities; the people - men and women - who helped shape those communities historically be-
fore amalgamation. And we created a platform - some tidbits including names and pictures
like community founders Timothy Street and Warren Clarkson - the names we all know, the
movers and shakers and we tried to spread in terms of politics, business, gender and social
activism - giving a broad range of the people who impacted a community historically. So
doing a project like this certainly helped but also there were still people that impacted those
communities, people that didn’t live in Erindale or Streetsville but still had an impact on
those communities.

[ know you are Streetsville based - but this is a Mississauga program so it covers all the city. I did take some
Streetsville people out to include all the people across the geography of the city. So not a definitive list, if there is
someone | have omitted chances are I have them ... from a presentation perspective I wanted to touch on the known
and the not so well known.

This comes out of the legends presentation and includes people of our community such as Johnny Bauer, and Paul
Henderson, Don Cherry and historical figures such as Timothy Street, Warren Clarkson and Peter Adamson. We have
also done community plaques, so each of the communities has their origin stories along with the names that helped
impact those communities pre-amalgamation, we’ve done cemetery plaques, you've seen them in the Pioneer Ceme-
tery and the public cemetery in Streetsville talking about the movers and shakers that are buried there. All of these
things gave impetus and background to a program such as this.

Modern Legends that’s where legends row comes into play and through a nomination basis. Every year Heritage Mis-
sissauga does nominate individuals as part of this - this year I really pushed Macklin Hancock- so we’ll talk about
Macklin in a bit. We’ve done Burt Peer, a not well known hockey player who played the NHL and was out of Port
Credit many years ago. So people who have made their mark but have somewhat become obscured in a city that has
evolved around them.

We've also done work with the Mississauga Sports Hall of Fame - we’ve done exhib-
its with them, we’ve done programs, we do research and nominations for people that
have made an impact in their various professional pursuits and last but not least Mis-
sissauga music walk of fame down in port credit - how many walks of fame does a
city need but we have multiples - and this one being the musical one in Port Credit
Memorial Park and we’ve done some support work for that just nominating people.
Not necessarily current; we have produced some people of some fame over long peri-
ods of time - you might be aware of an individual named Andrew Crozier 1904 who
lived up the road from Streetsville at Croziers corner which is where Derry road used
to be at Mississauga Road which is now Syntex below the old Roche plant where
Dupont used to be - Croziers corners was the historic name for the crossroads com-
munity there. In 1904 he penned a little ditty that was called the “New Anthem for the British empire” and it was
actually adopted for 6 years. Andrew Crozier lived in this community. So things that may be obscure with time but
people that would have been well-known in their time... it was a take on God Save the king.”

Matthew and June Samaras

1 Matthew Wilkinson will present Part Two of his presentation at the General Meeting on Sept. 12, 2019.
2 Birth to Millennium - Mississauga’s Sports Heritage

i
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SHS General Meeting November 8, 2018

t the General Meeting on November 8, we were joined by Friends of the Schoolhouse, namely the Old
Britannia Schoolhouse —Jean Robinson, Shirley Hoad, Cathy Harper, Daryl Cook, Sandra Emerson and
Margaret Storey who shared with us their experiences as the writing team for the book “Echoes of the
Past: Early Schoolhouses in Peel” published in 2016.

Jean Robinson introduced the writing group and mentioned that they were all retired schoolteachers who took on
this labour of love on September 23, 2012 at the Celebration of Joan Reid’s life, and made a commitment to complete
the book Joan had been working on for many years. Shirley Hogue explained that the Old Britannia Schoolhouse
located on Hurontario Street, just south of Matheson Blvd. in Mississauga, is the only remaining one-room school-
house still functioning in Peel Region as a place where students can experience a day in the life of a student of an
earlier time. The Friends are the dedicated volunteers who plan events at the school or in the community to make
others aware of this heritage building and to raise funds to provide items not covered by the Peel District School
Board.

The writing team shared with us their book project—Echoes of the Past, which
provides a detailed study of each of the over 100 early one-room schools in [RgdgfdRealigezgoFLVIN!
Peel County. The cover of the book, of course, is the Old Britannia Schoolhouse
which has stood on the site since 1852. A reminder to our members that all
proceeds from printing of the book (once printing costs have been covered), -
will be used to support the efforts of the schoolhouse in its continuing the pro-
gram and the structure of the building.

The book project was the vision started by Joan Reid, who had already written
an account of the history of the Britannia Schoolhouse. She began collecting
informatio.n about the other early schoolhouses thr.ough frequent visits to the tion Number 12 was closed in 1959, it
Peel Archives Museum and Art Gallery (PAMA) in Brampton. Joan looked g, for many years. It was declared a
through the files, and newspaper articles mentioning the schools and the offi- historic site in 1979, and reopened as a
cial records of the schools which were deposited at PAMA as the schools closed. "living history” site in 1982, under the
Unfortunately before she could complete the work she passed away and the Mame The Old Britannia Schoolhouse.
group of 7 friends decided to take it on believing it was almost done. To their surprise (“and perhaps horror”) they
discovered there was much more to do and spent 3 years finished the project.

i Missigsang 5.0

After Toronto Township School Sec-

In addition to the 6 speakers that evening, Eva Ardiel, who was also a schoolmistress at he Old Britannia School-
house at one point, was instrumental in organizing the files that Joan had begun and has since had them digitized. All
of this is now stored at PAMA for all to use. The assistance of the PAMA staff in covering old photographs and infor-
mation beyond what Joan had already found was most appreciated. Other people in the Caledon and Albion area
were able to provide firsthand accounts and their memories of their early schooling days. The book begins with a
brief outline on how early education in Upper Canada and then Ontario was organized. Common elements to all
schools included school fairs, school concerts, discipline, health concerns, the role of the home and school and the
Women’s Institute are briefly reviewed. The evening highlighted schools of the Toronto Township, particularly
those in the Streetsville area. The map at the beginning of the book shows where these schools were located —but of
course the first schoolhouse presented by Kathy Harbour was the Old Britannia Schoolhouse.

—
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Scott Brubacher 647.223.0237 streetsvillehistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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The Legacy of Mary Manning

rs. Mary Manning, [née Switzer] was born in the Township of Esquesing in Halton

County but moved to Streetsville at a very young age. She was born on November

5, 1919 and lived in Streetsville until her passing on June 29, 1998. For most of
those years, Mary lived at 13 Thomas Street as an only child. As such, she inherited her family
archives and would a multitude of archives that she eventually left to the Region of Peel Ar-
chives (PAMA). On both sides of her family she comes from pioneer stock, Switzer, Grundy,
Rutledge, Arnott, Mason and Thompson - all of them Irish who settled in Peel and Halton in
the 1820's.

Mary’s chief interests were homemaking, reading, gardening and local history. Mary served as
organist at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church from 1939-52 and was active in the Streetsville
Public Library beginning 1948. She was co-author of its history in a booklet titled “A Village
Library”. In addition to a publication on her own family history ‘the Switzers’, her writings
include the Streetsville chapter in the Peel County Centennial History, a History of Streetsville, Water Mills in
Streetsville, Inns and Hotels of Streetsville 1824-1924 and Street, the Man, the Family, the Village.

Mary was a member of the Mississauga Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee and one of the found-
ing members of the Streetsville Historical Society in 1970. She also served as President from 1985 to 1986 and was
regarded as the village’s foremost archivist. In the mid-1990’s, Mary was honoured with awards from the Ontario
and Mississauga Heritage Foundations. After her passing, the Streetsville Historical Society (SHS) staged a memorial
dedication to honour and remember her in June 1999. They donated a Maple tree, a park bench and plaque reading
‘Mary E. Manning, November 5, 1919 to June 29, 1998, historian, author and gentle loving friend of Streetsville.

Mary and her husband Hugh, a charter member of the Canadian Antique Dealers Association,
lived in one of Streetsville's oldest houses and had an Antique Shop in an old store which they
restored. In their home they treasured family heirlooms, which are part of the heritage of the
community.

The Mannings’ were members and donors to PAMA. In 2010, the Peel’s museum and archive
received a substantial sum from the estate of Hugh Manning of Streetsville. As long-time sup-
porters, Hugh and Mary left $600,000 to the Region’s heritage program. Their gift enabled
PAMA to develop and furnish Manning Museum Square - an exhibition space at PAMA that
@l features interactive touch tables and other “hands-on” activities for families. Mary Manning's
papers are in the collection of the Region of Peel Archives, and can be accessed for free on
appointment at pamaarchives@peelregion.ca.

A Look Back 100 years to 1919

Report copied from Women'’s Institutes’ Report 1919 — No. 41

I have just a few minutes to tell you a little about the clinics
at Streetsville. We had not only a Medical clinic but the first
dental clinic held in Ontario. This followed the medical in-
spection by Dr. McKenzie-Smith. We were very fortunate in
securing for our medical clinic a large house, the Presbyteri-
an Manse, and in that manse, we had a reception room, an
office, a dressing room, four wards, an operating room and
the bathroom. We had 16 cots. We had a specialist from
Toronto, and he brought with him two graduate nurses who
stayed in the operating room and in the room where the
instruments were sterilized. Then we had another two
nurses. The nurses alternated in receiving the patients
from the operating room. We had the local doctors admin-
ister the anaesthetic; we have two doctors, as fortunately,
there was little sickness in our community, so that both doc-

., Medical Inspection — CLINIC — Mrs. H. Drinkwater, Streetsville

tors were at hospital from nine in the morning until four in
the afternoon. In that way, we had to allow only 15 minute
for a child, but it did not require even that time. It gave
our specialist, Dr. Tait, two very busy days. The first day we
started at nine, and ended about half past four. The second
day we started at about a quarter to eight, and by twelve
o’clock, 16 children had their tonsils and adenoids removed.
We did 21 the first day and 23 the second day. The medical
inspection alone is not of much use. A clinic should be held.
The far-reaching results of the clinic do not end with the
children who are operated upon. Because of that clinic and
because of the interest that has been aroused in the commu-
nity regarding tonsils and adenoids, a number of ladies have
gone to specialists and found they required their tonsils
removed.


http://www.pama.peelregion.ca/en/exhibitions/manningsquare.asp?_mid_=28390
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Home for the Holidays @ The Leslie Log Housem—

December 1, 2018
Initiation at the Legion
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Jose Fidel Tenorio Calderon is pictured with his family, Eve-
lyn Gomez Lozano and son Nicolas Tenorio-Gomez with the
door prize, the bronze stag donated by Crafted Decor on
Queen Street South in Streetsville. Jose's name was drawn
by student volunteer Calvin Skura who was on hand in the
display room to play table games with visitors. It was a most
enjoyable event. As an afterthought Evelyn asked son Nico-
las what they should name the stag and he said "Rudolph."

173 Visitors! What a success! &% : ' \

ottiement

The
Volunteer
Cleaning
Crew
“Molly
Maids” -
October
2018 at
the Leslie
Log House

Crafted Décor

Unique Accents for Discerning Tastes
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Leslie Log House Programs and Events—2019

https://culture.mississauga.ca/events

Small Arms Inspection Building M
January 5—February 9, 2019 MISSISSauGa
Wednesday to Saturday 12:00-4:00 p.m.
Tensions—Amy Malbeuf

Meadowvale Theatre

Fri., Feb. 8,9, 14-16, 2:00 p.m. or 8:00 p.m. —Mary Poppins
$10.00 per person * Please arrive at 6:45PM * Starts at March 8, 9, 14, 15, 16 8:00 p.m.—Sister Act

7:00PM sharp * Ends around 9:30PM * Refreshments April 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 2019- 8:00 p.m.—Curtains

Must reserve a spot Jan. 30th Bradley Museum
Call Bernice Cunningham Feb. 27th Saturday, March 9-17, 2019 - 12:00pm
905-826-7198 Limited space March 27th Maple Magic 2019
£ . . http://www.villageofstreetsville.com
\ Heritage Mississauga Events Page 0:// & /

_
[HERITAGE
Feb. 19, 2019 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.—Heritage at the Grange
Feb. 18—Feb. 24, 2019 —Heritage Week-The Tie that Binds
March 18, 2019 at Sunrise at the Robinson House —

Spring Equinox Sunrise Ceremony

Jlarle frour Salesgurs Ml “IIII |I!I“‘ "I"i ' ’l ART GALLERY
EVENTS o ) W, | i
e AN ). | ARCHIVES

Family Fun Activities—

January 20, 26, 27 and Feb. 2, 3,9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24, 2019
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Avro Arrow 60th Anniversary of Black Friday Panel Discus-
sion

Thursday, February 28, 2019 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

February 5, March 5 and April 2, 2019
8 a.m.-9 a.m in Cuchulainn’s Irish Pub

Streetsville Business Connects

February 23, 2019—Coldest night of the Year

Jan 19, 2019 -
Streetsville Robbie
Burns

1800, Le Dome Ban-
quet Hall, 1173 North
Service Rd. E, Oakville

Streetsville
Pipes and Drums

Streetsville Historical Society General Meeting " Let Laughter Lighten the Load"
April 11, 2019 @ 7:30pm In this extremely

Streetsville United Church "HERITAGE HALL" h“m°r°u-°f

274 Queen St. S. Streetsville, Ont. E:ﬁtﬁ;g&’(e'

Guest Speaker:  Judy Suke, DTM, Triangle Seminars award-winning

Subject: " Let Laughter Lighten the Load" motivational

Judy Suke has a reputation for being inspiring, entertaining and humorist, profes-
memorable. She served in executive positions on various volunteer sor, coach, au-

thor, mother and

business owner, ...as she shares
her ideas for handling the stress of
our hectic world. Your laughter
during the presentation will imme-
diately heal the body, soothe the
soul, lift the spirits and give you
energy.

boards and throughout the years has earned many awards of achievement and certifi-
cates of appreciation, including amongst others, The Apprenticeship Boards’s <Employer
of the Year>; Mississauga <Woman of the Year for volunteer efforts>; and won both the
District 60 Humorous Speech Contest and the Stand-up Comedy Contest in Niagara Falls.
She is the Past-President of The Hamilton Chapter of the Canadian Association of Profes-
sional Speakers and is a recently retired professor from Sheridan College.

All Welcome. Light refreshments served.
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Have you renewed your
membership for 2019? Would
like to Join?

Please consider joining or renewing your member-
ship with the Streetsville Historical Society!
Single @ $15.00 Family @ $20.00
Business & organizations @ $25.00
Additional information and Membership forms can
be downloaded from our website at http://
www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/

Membership%20Form%202019.pdf
Once completed please send via e-mail, e-transfer or
mail to Margaret Chapman
missmargaret39@hotmail.com
#302—2770 Aquitane Avenue
Mississauga, Ontario L5N 3K5
For any questions please call 289-997-1966

@H@ Streetsville Historical Society
4415 Mississauga Rd
Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6

{

2019 Streetsville Historical Society Executive

President, Program—Malcolm Byard

Vice-President, Special Events—Bernice Cunningham
Secretary—Marlene MacDonald

Treasurer, Membership— Margaret Chapman

Archives, Displays, City Contact—Anne Byard

Newsletter/Social Media/Website —Christine Marshall

Activity Reporter—Ann Holmes
Research—Veronica Wuschenny

Storage—Debbie Horrell
Gift Shop—Elizabeth Tothe

Heritage Gardens—Carol Ashford

PLEASE
PLACE

STAMP
HERE



http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership%20Form%202019.pdf
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership%20Form%202019.pdf
mailto:missmargaret39@hotmail.com

