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Happy 100th Birthday Wishes to
Order of Ontario Recipient Hazel McCallion

n January 1, 2021, the Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant
OGovernor of Ontario and Chancellor of the Order of Ontario, announced

47 new appointments to the Order of Ontario for 2019 and 2020. The
province’s highest honour, the Order of Ontario honours individuals whose excep-
tional achievements have left a lasting legacy in the province and beyond. The
Lieutenant Governor will bestow the honour upon the newest appointees during
an investiture ceremony at Queen’s Park when it is safe to do so. To date 798 peo-
ple have been appointed to the Order of Ontario since its establishment in 1986.
Appointments to the Order are made on the recommendation of an independent
advisory council based on merit of accomplishments of nominees put forward by
the public.

Hazel McCallion was one of the 47 appointees who have played an important role
in shaping the province. Hazel was the longest-serving mayor in the history of the
City of Mississauga and served as the 5t mayor from 1978 to 2014. She also held
office as reeve and mayor Streetsville prior to amalgamation and a served as a
councillor before being elected mayor. She is regarded as a fearless trailblazer and
ceiling breaker in hockey, women in politics, political leaders and seniors. Known
as “Hurricane Hazel” she is currently the first Chancellor of Sheridan College and
was appointed as a special advisor on municipal affairs to Premier Doug Ford in
2019. She was also instrumental in building Trillium Health Partner’s Credit Val-
ley Hospital site.

A member of the Order of Canada, her count-
less accolades over the years include being
inducted into the Mississauga Sports Hall of
Fame, being a finalist for the title World
Mayor in 2004 and being named one of Cana-
da’s Most Powerful Women: Top 100 by the
Women'’s Executive Network.

McCallion will turn 100 years old on February
14, 2021, which is also celebrated as Hazel
McCallion day across Ontario. This year, the
City will be marking her milestone birthday by
renaming the Central Library, the Hazel
McCallion Central Library. In addition to
mark this day, the Riverwood Conservancy
has partnered with Chef Massimo Capra and
Capra’s Kitchen, to provide an exquisite Valentine’s Day/Hazel McCallion Day
meal right at home while helping preserve nature in the city. When you pre-order
a special St. Valentine meal from Capra’s Kitchen and pick it up from the restau-
rant on Sunday, February 14, a portion of the proceeds will be donated to the
Riverwood Conservancy. Congratulations #Hazel100 !
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Streetsville Historical Society

The SHS is dedicated to promoting
Streetsville’s unique past with programs
and exhibits that help people of all ages
better understand their connection to
history. Our goal is to collect, preserve
and promote historical documents and
artifacts that chronicle the life of past
generations of “the Village in the City”.
CONTACT US:

Leslie Log House

4415 Mississauga Rd

Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6
www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES:
Wednesdays and Sundays from
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ADMISSION:
Free

DONATIONS:

We are always accepting donations. Not
every donation needs to be financial.
We also accept office and museum sup-
plies. If you have something you would
like to donate, please contact us to
make arrangements for your donation.

Leslie Log House and SHS General Meeting

Closed/postponed until further notice

Thanks to the sponsorship of M MISsSISsauGa



http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
https://theriverwoodconservancy.org/2021/01/18/hazelheartsnature/?bblinkid=247790075&bbemailid=28390787&bbejrid=1834042348
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A Message from our President

Hello everyone,

Hopefully this newsletter finds everyone well and keeping busy as best we can during this time. Here in Peel
County, we have been in a lockdown now since March 2020. Summer and fall have passed us by and now we are
into winter with not much change in sight. However, we did celebrate Christmas and New Years as best as we
could with many of us being on our own. There were lots of phone calls, Facetime calls and hand waves to family
and neighbours.

Earlier in the lockdown 3 volunteers were able to go into the Log House to do some work, but that changed in
late October. We are no longer able to enter the Leslie Log House. However, Elizabeth Underhill from the City, is
going in and making sure everything is okay. I continue to speak with and send emails to our volunteers often.
We talk about when we will go back to the Log House and what we will work on first. I was thinking a luncheon
would be very nice, just to sit down and talk, then we can get back to doing what we continue to do to preserve
the history of Streetsville.

Initially, it was our intention to celebrate the Streetsville Historical Society’s 50t Anniversary by having a cele-
bration at the Leslie Log House in September 2020. We still intend on celebrating this amazing feat, however we
just don’t know when we will have the opportunity. We will most certainly let everyone know of our plans once
we get the all clear from the City.

We remain optimistic that there is light at the end of this long tunnel.

Bernice Cunningham, President of the Streetsville Historical Society

Preserving Streetsville History

In the early 1800’s many pioneer families arrived in
Streetsville and helped to build this wonderful village.
These families left their name on many of our streets.
They built mills, schools, roads, churches and so
much more. Many of their grandchildren and great
grandchildren still live here in Streetsville and the
surrounding areas. They own businesses, teach in the
local schools. They are members of prominent organi-
zations. Their ancestors worked in the mills that are
still operating today. They set up a library and a newspaper called the Streetsville Review. Many of the older
buildings are still standing thanks to the fact that they have been designated historic buildings. Over the years
the Streetsville Historical Society has received many donations from Streetsville families. In 2020, during the
lock down, some of us had time on our hands, resulting in the cleaning up our basements and storage rooms.
While doing these chores some of you have come across pictures and write-ups on Streetsville. We have received
lots of wonderful pictures from you and we are very thankful for them. If you have more items, pictures or any-
thing related to Streetsville and would like to donate them to us, we will be happy to arrange a pick up from your
doorstep or have you drop them off to one of us, on our door step of course. I'm going to close with some very
well written words

“We do not want nor wish that any individual should forget the land of his origin. Let them look to the past, but
let them also look to the future; let them look to the land of their ancestors, but let them look also to the land of
their children.” Sir Wilfred Laurier [ 1841-1919 | Canadian Statesman and Prime Minister

https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker

@ScottBrubacher


http://scottbrubacher.com/
https://www.facebook.com/scottbrubacher
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher

tell the
STORY

: ! Yhe first encounter with a person of great inter-
est took place Sunday, January 15, 2020 before

the COVID 19 pandemic upset our in-house
programs. Darryl Laidlaw, a relative of the Laidlaws
who lived in the log house before it was acquired by the
developer, visited us in the house with some recollec-
tions of his visits with the family. He recounted that
the summer kitchen, attached to the side of the house
had become a utility room and his uncle had a very
nice roll top desk in there. He said the family had a
large parrot in a cage in the large room near the front
window where our gift shop is now located. He said
while they were standing in the utility room they could
hear the bird making loud squawks. He told us that
the smaller room had served as the family dining room
with a long table

front to back close

to the interior
wall. He told sto-
ries of family

meals and gather-
ings around that
table. After his
visit he chose to
go outside, sit on
the lawn in front
of the house—a
mild January
day—and have his
picture taken with

Darryl Laidlaw outside the LLH his dog

Sunday, November 29, 2020 the Byard phone rang at
2:30 in the afternoon - it was a call from Taylor Ledden
in Midland, Ontario telling us he had lived in the log
house as a teenager. He said they moved onto the farm
in 1948 and he thought no one had lived in the house
for around 40 years. The deed stated the farm was 100
acres more or less and the house had no running water
and no electricity at the time. The logs were covered
with clapboard and they had no idea it was a log house
until the electrician came to electrify the house. The
electrician complained that he had broken several drill
bits in attempting to drill through the walls. He com-
mented that there was a lot of wood in there. When
they removed some of the cladding they found out it
was a log building.

Taylor also recounted renovations they made to the
interior walls. They found a board inside one of the
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Some Leslie Log House Stories
By Malcolm Byard

walls with the date 1830 on it which must have been
the date of the installation of the wall they were work-
ing on. He said there were slat boards inside the wall
which had been split with a hatchet to that they could
be used as laths for the plaster wall. An earlier renova-
tion revealed a board with 1826 which we have accept-
ed as the date of the construction of the log house since
the Leslies had arrived in Canada in 1824.

He said that the summer kitchen at the side of the
house had originally been at the back and when he
came home from college one weekend it had been
moved to the side. Interestingly he said his father had
a roll top desk in that room. It was probably the same
desk the Laidlaws had in that room. When the house
was moved from its original location to where it is now
the summer kitchen was left behind.

The driveway from the house to Mississauga Road was
a half mile long (800 metres) and it was often a prob-
lem in the winter. One time they were snowed in and
they were trying to contact the snowplow to plow them
out. They were on the phone sharing a party line with
Fred Reeves and his wife Lavinia, “Viney” from whom
they had bought the farm. The Reeves were living
along Mississauga Road and the Leddens heard a
woman’s voice on the line telling them the plow had
just gone down Mississauga Road, and they asked who
was on the line and she said it’s Viney. Eventually they
got plowed out.

Taylor said he lived there until the early 50’s when he
left to attend the Ontario Agricultural College in
Guelph. His mother and father lived there until the
1970’s; he said his parents sold off 9o acres and kept
the remainder with the house for themselves. After it
was surveyed it turned out the remainder was 11V2
acres since the actual size of the farm was 101V2 acres.

The Leddens, Taylor and Ruby, are looking forward to
visiting the Streetsville Historical Society once we are
free of COVID restrictions.

P.S. Ireceived an email from Taylor Ledden who had
lived in the log house and he told me he had heard,
probably from the Reeves family from whom his par-
ents had purchased the farm, that William Lyon Mac-
kenzie had hidden out in the log house on his way to
Niagara. He thinks if it is true then he would have
been hidden in the cellar using the trap door which is
in the small room downstairs. There are others who
have mentioned the same story but there has been no
substantiation.
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2020 was a noteworthy year for the Streetsville Historical Society for
many reasons — the pandemic which impacted the operations, the
postponement of the celebration of its 50 years, and most notably,
the more than 12 years of service of Malcolm Byard, our longest
serving President. Any form of celebration feels somewhat out of
place during these unprecedented times, though we believe it is very
important to acknowledge the contributions Malcolm has made to
our organization and share our gratitude for his years of dedicated
service and unflagging efforts. The ongoing success of the historical

society is due in large part to his outstanding contributions and his Malcolm Byard

tireless presence. From working at the archives, planning events,

applying for grants, motivating volunteers, engaging with his community and liaising with the

City, Malcolm never hesitates before jumping in to help with any matter or activity that requires
his attention. Without the dedication and commitment of individuals like Malcolm, and the many volunteers that
have worked beside him, the Streetsville Historical Society would be unable to grow and achieve its many accom-
plishments. Thank you Malcolm from all the volunteers and members for all that you do!

Chimney Swifts are coming to the Leslie Log House
by Malcolm Byard

Chimney Swifts are very small birds with slender bodies and very
long, narrow, curved wings. They have round heads, short necks,
and short, tapered tails. The wide bill is so short that it is hard to

see. They are dark gray-brown all over, slightly paler on the
throat. At distance and when backlit against they sky they can appear to be all
black .Chimney Swifts fly rapidly with nearly constant wingbeats, and often twist from
side to side and bank erratically. Their wingbeats are stiff, with very little flex at the wrists.
They often give a high, chattering call while they fly. Chimney Swifts nest in chimneys and
on other vertical surfaces in dim, enclosed areas, including air vents, wells, hollow trees,
and caves. They forage over urban and suburban areas, rivers, lakes, forests, and fields.

Our Chimney will be finished in the spring and I am looking forward to sitting on the
bench and watching them fly in and out of our chimney home the City has built for them
and I'm sure we will have many visitors to the property that will enjoy the sight.

SCRAPPING 2020 / 2021 by Anne Byard

In 2020 I sewed over 1200 masks to raise $1,800 for the Couse Carriage Fund. I have a
box of scraps that I saved and as we cannot sell any more masks, with all the venues
that sold them for me being closed, I am going to make a Crazy Quilt out of the scraps.
When we get back together again we will have a raffle. We will try to sell 100 tickets for
$5.00 each. When we can get together again we hope to raise another $500.00 towards
are Couse Carriage Fund. Keep Safe so we can all celebrate our freedom together .

Many of us are Reading during the Pandemic by Malcolm Byard

Elizabeth Churchill gave me The Faber Book of Diaries which consists of four centuries of British diaries and I have
been reading it intermittently. There are entries for each day of the year and under 15 July I was delighted by the
entry from the diary of Thomas Turner in the year 1758. “A most prodigious melancholy time, and very little to do.
I think that luxury increases so fast in this part of the nation, that people have little or no money to spare to buy
what is really necessary. The too-frequent use of spirituous liquors, and the exorbitant practice of tea-drinking has
corrupted the morals of people of almost every rank. “ It seems like some sort of funk was present in July, 1758
much like we are experiencing with the pandemic but I must admit to being an exorbitant tea drinker which helps
greatly during a lockdown.

Please join us and post comments or add your own historic photos and memories!

S . @streetsvillehistorical
https://www.facebook.com/streetsvillehistoricalsociety


http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/
https://openlibrary.org/books/OL2476477M/The_Faber_book_of_diaries
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SHS and Partner Programs and Events—2021

. , i . . We are continuing our endeavours to fund an enclosure for the Wil-
With YOU, we thrive and keep history alive. Benefits of mem- | jj20, Couse family carriage which was donated to us. Couse was a
bership include: prominent Streetsville businessman and community leader in the first
half of the 20™ century. He was deeply committed to the community
having served on the library board for 48 years and the high school
¢ Invitations to Streetsville Historical Society events board for 40 years. He apprenticed as a Beekeeper and became a
. . . member of the Beekeepers association in 1881. In 1882, William
¢ Attenlflance to our 4 general meetings with our very in- started his own beekeeping business and with 200 bee colonies he

teresting guest speakers branched out to provide quality clover seed to support his bees. He
was a charter member and past-President of the Ontario Beekeepers
Association for 65 years. The Society is excited at the prospect of
To become a member or provide a donation, call Margaret | providing another gift of historical significance to the community.
Chapman at 289-997-1966, visit the Leslie Log House on Our goal has increased from $25,000 to $40,000 based on advice to
Wednesday or Sunday from 1-4 p.m., or download our ensure a reserve fund for unexpected costs and provide for ongoing
bershio form online! maintenance costs. Donations can be made by contacting Margaret
MEemMBErshIp ’ Chapman (missmargaret39@hotmail.com) @289-997-1966. Receipts
Individual: $20 Family: $25 Businesses and organisations: $30 will be provided for donations of $25 and above.

¢ A4Afreeissues per year of the Society’s Newsletter

¢ 15 minutes of free research from an archivist volunteer

streetsville.ca | the web site in the city
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Follow the celebration across social media by using the
hashtag #Hazel100 and following @saugamuseums

on Facebook and Twitter! Virtual Events

Family Day Weekend—Feb. 13, 14, 15, 2021, 10 am—4pm
Connections Art and Book Club—Mar. 18, 2021, 7:30pm-—
9pm

Virtual Exhibitions

Our Voices, Our Journeys: Black Communities in Peel—
Lauches February 1, 2021

Visit the Heritage Mississauga | Our Boys: Peel's Fallen Soldiers 1914-1918—Take a Tour
Facebook page for Tuesday now

and Thursday weekly live Have you visited the PAMA Youtube Channel?
events Among the videos posted, is the Queen St. W., Brampton
¢c1942 segment .

http://www.villageofstreetsville.com



http://www.villageofstreetsville.com
http://www.villageofstreetsville.com/event-directory/
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership-Form-December-2020-21.pdf
http://calendar.pama.peelregion.ca/Default/Month?StartDate=01/01/2021&EndDate=01/31/2021
http://calendar.pama.peelregion.ca/default/Detail/2021-02-13-1000-Family-Day-Weekend
http://calendar.pama.peelregion.ca/default/Detail/2021-03-18-1930-Connections-Art-and-Book-Club
http://pama.peelregion.ca/en/exhibitions/virtual-exhibitions.asp
http://pama.peelregion.ca/en/exhibitions/virtual-exhibitions.asp#ourvoices
http://pama.peelregion.ca/en/exhibitions/virtual-exhibitions.asp#ourvoices
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAWGsqixSJRRVQN-R3zBeQQ
https://heritagemississauga.com/remembering-eric-gibson/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HeritageMississauga/events/
https://www.facebook.com/museumsofmississauga
https://twitter.com/saugamuseums
https://culture.mississauga.ca/events?field_venu_target_id=3
https://culture.mississauga.ca/Hazel100
mailto:missmargaret39@hotmail.com
https://www.streetsville.ca/
https://culture.mississauga.ca/Hazel100
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Have you renegd your
membership for 2021? Would
like to Join?

Please consider joining or renewing your member-
ship with the Streetsville Historical Society!
Single @ $20.00 Family @ $25.00
Business & organizations @ $30.00
Additional information and Membership forms can

be downloaded from our website at
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/

forms/Membership-Form-December-2020-21.pdf
Once completed please send via e-mail, e-transfer or
mail to Margaret Chapman
missmargaret39@hotmail.com
#302—2770 Aquitane Avenue
Mississauga, Ontario L5N 3K5
For any questions please call 289-997-1966

@ Streetsville Historical Society

4415 Mississauga Rd
Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6

{

2020 Streetsville Historical Society Executive

President—Bernice Cunningham

Past President—Malcolm Byard
Vice-President—Anne Byard
Secretary—Marlene MacDonald
Treasurer— Margaret Chapman
Collections Manager —Anne Byard
Membership—Margaret Chapman
Information Technology—Francine Lewak
Newsletter/Social Media/Website —Christine
Marshall

Gift Shop—Bernice Cunningham

Heritage Gardens—Carol Ashford
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