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Streetsville Firsts

Extract from The Tweedsmuir History of Streetsville
and the Streetsville Historical Society

treetsville has a long history with many first’s not only in the village itself

but in what was the Toronto Township and Peel County. If you are currently

living in Streetsville or were born her I'm sure that you know some of the
history or maybe all of it. But for those of us who came here many years ago, and
now call Streetsville home, it’s history is amazing and filled with so many stories
of it’s early beginnings and the wonderful pioneers that built mills, buildings,
farms, and then left their family history for us to read about, learn and enjoy.
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The first settler was James Glendinning, who arrived in 1818.
It is also recorded that he chopped down the first tree where
the Village of Streetsville is now. He built his farm along the
banks of Mullet Creek and later built a store. Timothy Street
arrived in 1821 and built a grist mill on the Credit River. He
also made a brush dam on the river and with the help of two
teams of oxen hauled two very large rocks from Mullet Creek
to the Credit River so he could have power to grind the grain
into grist. Later he built a saw mill and the two mills provided
the early settlers with flour for bread and lumber for their log
cabins floors. He built the first brick house and it is still
standing on Mill Street.

In 1821 John Barnhart built the “Montreal House” (210
Queen St. S) as home to a trading post and a general store.
It was named the Montreal House because man traders
came from the port of Montreal to purchase or barter. The
historic Montreal House is Streetsville’s oldest surviving
building, and the oldest commercial building in all of Mis-
sissauga. In 1843 Barnhart’s son, Jabez, started a newspa-
per upstairs in the house, called the Streetsville Semi-
Weekly

Register

Review.

Three years later in 1846 his
brothers Solomon and John took
over the publication and estab-
lished the Streetsville Review.
The Streetsville Review was the
first weekly newspaper between
Toronto and Windsor. Subse-
quently the first Telephone Ex-

Montreal House, 1821, 210 Queen St southxcest cormer of Queen and Pearl Streets, Streetscill.

change operated from this build-
ing as well. The Montreal House remains in active commercial use today, and is a
historic landmark in Streetsville (cont’d on page 2).

Leslie Log House and SHS General Meeting

Closed/postponed until further notice
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Streetsville Historical Society

The SHS is dedicated to promoting
Streetsville’s unique past with programs
and exhibits that help people of all ages
better understand their connection to
history. Our goal is to collect, preserve
and promote historical documents and
artifacts that chronicle the life of past
generations of “the Village in the City”.

CONTACT US:

Leslie Log House

4415 Mississauga Rd
Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6
www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES:
Wednesdays and Sundays from 1:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ADMISSION:
Free

DONATIONS:

We are always accepting donations. Not
every donation needs to be financial. We
also accept office and museum supplies. If
you have something you would like to
donate, please contact us to make ar-
rangements for your donation.



http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca
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Hello everyone,
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October is over and winter is just around the corner. On behalf of all our vol-

unteers we hope that you had a very Happy Thanksgiving. We are very happy

to welcome two new volunteers to the Log House. There is a lot of work for
= 15 to do. We have to open all the bins and check to make sure what it says on

the outside of the bin is also on the inside of the bin. We are still doing clean
up in the basement and setting up a new shelf for supplies. We have not yet open up the Log House to visitors and as
we are heading into colder weather, we think it will likely be next spring before we do so. This is a little early, but I
would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year .

Bernice Cunningham, President of the Streetsville Historical Society
Streetsville Firsts (cont'd from page 1)

The first doctor was Dr. John Crombie, who began his practice in 1829 and according to records he practiced medicine
for about 50 years. The first post office was moved from Derry West to Streetsville in 1828.

The first church was the Presbyterian Church and it was a log cabin built in 1819. The |
first high school was opened in 1851. The first library began as the Farmers and Me-
chanics Institute around 1854. The first telephone agent in the village likely around
1884 was Mr. Beaty who was the village jeweller. The small exchange was initially set
up at the rear of Mr. Beaty’s store, which was located at 281 Queen Street South. The
first meeting of the Toronto Township Council was held in Streetsville in 1850. The first
music club in Peel County was formed by poet and cleric Rev. R.J. McGeorge first Rec-
tor of Trinity Church in 1820. The first agricultural fair started in 1843.

The first Warden of Peel county in 1867 was Dr. John Barnhart. The first Reeve of Streetsville was John Street, son of
Timothy Street and the first Mayor of Streetsville was Frank Dowling in 1962. The Orange Lodge was started by Henry
Rutledge in 1822.

Streetsville was founded and prospered because of the strong committed individuals who immi-
grated here from many different places and who developed the community they called home.
Please continue to support your local business and share your Streetsville history for our future
generations.

@ Streetsville Historical Society
\y e 50 YEARS | 1970 - 2020
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Volunteers

The Streetsville Historical Society would not be the same without the generous assistance of volunteers that give their
time and energy to support our programs. Being 100 per cent volunteer operated, the Society is totally dependent on its
member volunteers for all facets of its operations. SHS relies on “active” volunteers to perform many essential functions
that help us preserve and share Streetsville’s history. We are always in need of people for data entry, research,
cataloguing, and much more. As a volunteer you can be involved in a variety of rewarding tasks and projects and will have
the opportunity to contribute to the enhancement and excellence of our Society while experiencing enriching opportunities.
Are you interested in volunteering?

If you would like to get involved, or would like to find out more about volunteer opportunities with the Society, please
contact info@streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca or use our contact form http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/contact

We look forward to meeting you!
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A Special Visit by Anne Byard

We had special visitors to the Leslie Log House on Sept. 23, 2021. Mr.
Taylor Ledden and his wife Ruby came down from Midland to visit the
Leslie Log House, his childhood home. He lived with his sister and parents
in the Log house from 1948 — 1953. His parents lived there for many years
afterwards.

Taylor remembers the barn and the house being in devastating condition
when they moved onto the farm. It had been vacant for a very long time
and the rooms upstairs were fouled by racoon droppings six inches thick in
some places. The only thing visible on the barn floor was frozen cattle ma-
nure with the cement floor beneath. There were some nasty cleanups and
to see the restoration gave him much

joy.
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Taylor remembered the fireplace that
was built with a beam from the barn
and Credit Valley Stone. He recollected
about his mother’s cremated remains
being stored in his father’s roll- top desk for a long time and said he never
knew where they were eventually buried.

His little bedroom was in the southeast corner of the Ballinger room where we now store our archival photo-
graphs in rows of file cabinets. We showed him the photographs of the history of the house and promised to
send him what we had preserved as it was important for him to show his grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Taylor remembered the oak floors and that when they moved in they were unfinished rough wood. As a 15 year
old he went on to his hands and knees to sand them down so he wouldn’t get slivers. He remembered every
knot in the floor and had a smile as he told the story. He admired and thanked the City of Mississauga that
had finished these same floors so beautifully. He was impressed with the work which had been done to pre-
serve the house.

He took a good look at the windows and doors and asked if some had been moved and he guessed rlght This
87 year old’s memory was amazing. He showed us where they first got the hy- .

dro into the building when he lived there. He mentioned that there was a wood
shed on the west side of the building which now faces the road and how they
lifted it up and put it on the northside of the building in one afternoon. This
shed then became his fathers’ office.

After taking a few photos and having a look around the great flower gardens
cared for by our Streetsville Horticultural Society we drove them out to Mead-
owvale Road to visit the site where the Log House was originally located and
where he had once lived. It has all grown over since it was moved 37 years ago,
however he remembered the trees. They were oak, black walnut and beechnut.
He stood and looked around with a few tears and a smile on his face. They
took many photographs and promised they would return in the spring when
the foliage was off the trees to get a better look at the location.

Their last remarks were to thank my husband Malcolm and I for the tour and
the City of Mississauga and all the volunteers who were taking care of what was
once his family home.

Please join us and post comments or add your own historic photos and memories! ‘@] @streetsvillehistorical

https://www.facebook.com/streetsvillehistoricalsociety


http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/
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HAZEL 100 Years of Memories Exhibit at Erin Mills Towne Centre

The Art Gallery of Mississauga is honouring former mayor Hazel McCallion with a photo exhibit that tells the story of
her life over 100 years. Visitors will be surrounded by a plethora of everything Hazel showcasing 100 years of memo-
ries and her life’s journey. The local centenarian is one of Mississauga’s most notable figures, blazing a trail for women
in politics, sport and more. McCallion is the fifth mayor of Mississauga and was first elected to that office in November
1978. Read more about Hazel McCallion at thestar.com or on everythingzoomer.com.
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25 Years of Haze

1,200 honour Mississauga’s ‘boss’

“You have to be strong
and not let people
push you around’



https://www.erinmills.ca/events/erinmills-hazel-100-years-of-memories--2
https://www.thestar.com/local-mississauga/news/2021/10/24/100-years-of-hazel-mccallion-art-gallery-of-mississauga-celebrates-former-mayor-with-photo-exhibit.html
https://www.everythingzoomer.com/arts-entertainment/stars-royals/2021/10/27/hazel-mccallion-100-talks-new-exhibit-about-her-life-and-why-shell-never-retire/
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HAZEL 100 Years of Memories Exhibit at Erin Mills Towne Centre
Photos Courtesy of Anne Byard and Marlene MacDonald

Hazel McCallion has gone from a small-town girl
inQuebec tothe leader of the sixth-largest city in
Canada, and is now an iconic Canadian figure.
A businesswoman, athlete, and politician, she is
best known for serving as Mississauga's mayor
for 12 consecutive terms from 1978 10 2014. She |
isachampionof volunteerismandinvestinginthe
community. “Hurricane Hazel” continues to break
down barriers wherever she goes, paving the
way for womenin politics, promoting international
* | connections, and serving as a role model and.
inspiration for all,
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Covid Hero Award by Anne Byard

In 2020 when we were all closed down and we were told to stay in our homes, wear masks
if we were going out of the house; but there were no masks. As a sewer in my past life I
decided to use my little supply of fabric and elastic to make masks for my family, neigh-
bours and local senior’s homes. Then the call came that the hospitals and care workers
needed masks. I talked to my friend Imran Hasan and he told me if I made them, he
would see to it that they were given to the Hospital, Food Bank, Children’s Aid and any-
where that they were needed.
COVIDCHERO
I called out to my friends for fabric, thread and elastic and they dropped items at my door. s
I started to sew every day... what else did I have to do? Imran and his friends picked them Baia i
up and distributed them until the general supply of masks started to come in. '

However, there was still a demand for masks. I put a sign outside

my house and asked for a donation to the Streetsville Historical Society for a mask that were
available on my front step. I then dropped masks off at Streetsville Home Hardware, the
g Streetsville Legion, the Tarboosh Restaurant and the Robinson Tea Room and they sold them
for me. This continued until everyone was locked down and no more sales were needed. By
this time I had made 1400 masks and donated $1,800 towards the Wm. Couse Carriage fund.

I still had scraps of fabric left so I sewed them all together and made a crazy qullt The qu11t will
fit all size beds, it isn’t beautiful but it is warm. We are selling
tickets for a draw for the quilt at $5.00 a ticket and we hope to sell

City Iared land beside the
Leslie Log House where it is ; . O T
hoped the Wm. Couse 100 tickets. The funds will go towards bringing the William Couse

Carriage will be located Carriage back to Streetsville. The quilt design is called Scrap-

ping 2020 . Tickets can be purchased online if you e-transfer
your money to our Treasurer, Margaret Chapman by way of missmargaret
39@hotmail.com. She will put your name and address into the draw. We are currently
open only to volunteers on Wednesdays 1-4 but if you want to purchase a ticket and also
see the quilt you can visit us at the Leslie Log House. I want to thank those who nominat-
ed me for this award also, my husband Malcolm, Imran Hassan and everyone who donat-
ed materials and sold the masks you are all community heroes.

. . Comwall, along the Saint Lawrence River. A

: ith his brother Charles, he volunteered as a Privi

: ‘he Embodied Militia of the 1st Regiment of Lenr War of 1812
mmTheLennoxMthmqum soldiers honoured

Former Mayor Hazel McCallion,
Greg Carraro, City Councilor
George Carlson and the Rev.
Rob Hurkmans unveiled a his-
torical plaque in Trinity,
Streetsville’s cemetery Septem-
ber 26, 2021. Please visit The
Anglican newsletter for addi-
tional detail or visit the Trinity
Church Facebook Page for a se-
ries of photos posted on Septem-
ber 26 & 27, 2021 .

\m Birdsall (1791-1877) served as a
militia during the War of 1812 and wa
yorbypmfemon.chuhdm

Note: Photos provided by

s of time at York (Toronto), Fort Bernice Cunningham
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https://www.toronto.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/the-anglican-nov-2021.pdf
https://www.toronto.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/the-anglican-nov-2021.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityChurchStreetsville
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityChurchStreetsville
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SHS and Partner Programs and Events—2021

Nov. 13, 16,17, 18, 19, 20
Indigenous Art Exhibit

On the heels of our suc-
cessful Indigenous Gather-
ing and Celebration event,
we are excited to invite
you to our upcoming In-
digenous Art Exhibit!

Small Arms Inspection Building

PEEL

ART GALLERY
MUSEUM +
ARCHIVES

Visit the Heritage Mississauga

Facebook page for Tuesday and
Thursday weekly live events
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH
8AM - 1AM

November 27th - 28th

10am - 6pm @ Streetsville Village Square

www.villageofstreetsville.com
1[0 @StreetsvilleBIA
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William Couse Carriage Fundraiser- 53% of Goal!

percent Complel 535

GOAL: $40,000
CURRENT: $21,399

100% 100%
0% 90%
0% 0%

ROYAL LEPAGE
—— ]

November 15, 2021 to December
13, 2021 all day. Additional details
can be found on the Village of
Streetsville website

We are continuing our endeavours to fund an enclosure for the Wil-
liam Couse family carriage which was donated to us. Couse was a
prominent Streetsville businessman and community leader in the first
half of the 20™ century. He was deeply committed to the community
having served on the library board for 48 years and the high school
board for 40 years. He apprenticed as a Beekeeper and became a
member of the Beekeepers association in 1881. In 1882, William
started his own beekeeping business and with 200 bee colonies he
branched out to provide quality clover seed to support his bees. He
was a charter member and past-President of the Ontario Beekeepers
Association for 65 years. The Society is excited at the prospect of
providing another gift of historical significance to the community.
Our goal has increased from $25,000 to $40,000 based on advice to
ensure a reserve fund for unexpected costs and provide for ongoing
maintenance costs. Donations can be made by contacting Margaret
Chapman (missmargaret39@hotmail.com) @289-997-1966. Receipts
will be provided for donations of $25 and above.

n https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker

Meadowtowne Realty, srokerage
Independantly Owned and Operated

6948 Financial Drive, Mississauga, ON L5N 8J4
www.scottbrubacher.com

Office: 905.821.3200 Fax: 905.821.8700
Toll Free: 866.821.3200  scott@scottbrubacher.com

Scott Brubacher 647.223.0237

y @ScottBrubacher


https://heritagemississauga.com/remembering-eric-gibson/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HeritageMississauga/events/
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/indigenous-art-exhibit?eventdate=2021-11-13T10%3A00%3A00
mailto:missmargaret39@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/scottbrubacher
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
https://www.facebook.com/ScottBrubacherBroker
https://twitter.com/ScottBrubacher
http://scottbrubacher.com/
https://villageofstreetsville.com/pec-events/2021-spooktacular-scavenger-hunt/1635379200/
https://villageofstreetsville.com/pec-events/breakfast-in-streetsville/1638000000/
https://villageofstreetsville.com/pec-events/christmas-in-the-village-4/1638007200/
https://villageofstreetsville.com/pec-events/support-the-ville-contest/1636934400/
https://villageofstreetsville.com/pec-events/support-the-ville-contest/1636934400/
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/light-up-the-square_-festival-of-lights?eventdate=2021-11-20T19%253A45%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/light-up-the-square_-festival-of-lights?eventdate=2021-11-20T19%253A45%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/light-up-the-square_-festival-of-lights?eventdate=2021-11-20T19%253A45%253A00
https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/light-up-the-square_-festival-of-lights?eventdate=2021-11-20T19%253A45%253A00
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Have you renewed your
membership for 2022? Would gou
like to Join?

Please consider joining or renewing your member-
ship with the Streetsville Historical Society!
Single @ $20.00 Family @ $25.00
Business & organizations @ $30.00
Additional information and Membership forms
can be downloaded from our website at
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/
images/forms/Membership-Form-2022.pdf
Once completed please send via e-mail, e-transfer
or mail to Margaret Chapman
missmargaret39 @hotmail.com
#302—2770 Aquitane Avenue
Mississauga, Ontario L5N 3K5
For any questions please call 289-997-1966

@Streetsville Historical Society
4415 Mississauga Rd
Mississauga, ON L5M 7C6
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2021 Streetsville Historical Society Executive

President—Bernice Cunningham

Past President—Malcolm Byard
Vice-President—Anne Byard
Secretary—Marlene MacDonald

Treasurer— Margaret Chapman

Archivist & Collections Manager —Anne Byard
Membership—Margaret Chapman
Information Technology—Francine Lewak
Newsletter/Social Media/Website —Christine Mar-
shall

Gift Shop—Bernice Cunningham

Heritage Gardens—Carol Ashford
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http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership-Form-2022.pdf
http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/images/forms/Membership-Form-2022.pdf
mailto:missmargaret39@hotmail.com

